
Our philosophy is directed 
towards your development as 
a mature, independent young 

adult, well able to direct and 
organise your own academic 
studies, social life and role in 

society. Our ultimate aim is that 
you will thrive in whatever you 

choose to do.
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Course Title
English Language 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE or IGCSE

Awarding Body
AQA/Cambridge gc

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The English Language course covers a wide 
range of reading and creative writing, as well 
as developing speaking and listening skills. 
Creative and independent writing skills are 
developed, allowing students to adapt their 
style in the most appropriate way. Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are practised to 
ensure accuracy when writing.  Speaking 
and listening skills are developed to enable 
students to speak confidently in a range of 
contexts.

Course Content
An analysis of non-fiction and Media texts, 
such as:  websites; advertisements; leaflets; 
posters; auto-biographies; and newspapers. 

 > A study of a novel, play or poems. Creative 
writing for different audiences and purposes. 

 > An analysis of speech habits and adapting 
language.  

 > Three different Speaking and Listening tasks 
are developed to take on different drama 
roles; group discussion; and individual 
presentations.

Assessment
One exam – Understanding and Producing 
non-fiction texts (40%)

Controlled Assessments:  

 >  Extended Reading (15%) 

 > Creative Writing (15%)

 > Spoken Language (10%)

 > Speaking and Listening (20%)

Progression into 6th Form
GCSE English Language at grade C or above 
is generally required for entry onto Level 3 
courses. 

GCSE English Language provides skills to 
enable progression to A Level English Literature 
and A Level Media Studies.

Progression after 6th Form
GCSE English Language at grade C or above 
is a requirement for entry to university and for 
most employment offers.

English Language 



Course Title
English Literature 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
AQA

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The English Literature course covers a wide 
range of reading. Analytical and independent 
writing skills are developed, allowing students 
to express their understanding and analysis of 
texts. Spelling, punctuation and grammar are 
practised to ensure accuracy when writing.

Course Content
The study and analysis of novels, plays or 
poems from different genres, including the 
study of at least one Shakespeare play. This 
course is linked to the GCSE English Language 
qualification, with the same texts being studied 
for controlled assessment and examinations.

Assessment
Examinations:

 > Exploring Modern Texts (40%)

 > Poetry Across Time (35%)

Controlled Assessment:

 > The Significance of Shakespeare (25%)

Progression into 6th Form
GCSE English Literature provides skills 
to enable progression to A Level English 
Literature.

Progression after 6th Form
GCSE English Literature at grade C or above 
supports entry to university.

English Literature 



Course Title
Mathematics

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
This qualification in Mathematics encourages 
students to develop confidence in, and a 
positive attitude towards, mathematics and to 
recognise the importance of mathematics in 
their own lives and to society. This qualification 
prepares students to make informed

decisions about the use of technology, the 
management of money, further learning 
opportunities and career choices.

Course Content
There are 5 areas in mathematics that will be 
covered: 

 > Number

 > Algebra

 > Geometry

 > Statistics

 > Measure

In this specification there will be an element of 
functional skills content this allows pupils to 
have a deeper understanding of mathematics.

This course gives students the opportunity 
to develop the ability to:

 > acquire and use problem-solving strategies

 > select and apply mathematical techniques 
and methods in mathematical, every day and 
real-world situations

 > reason mathematically, make deductions and 
inferences and draw conclusions

 > interpret and communicate mathematical 
information in a variety of forms appropriate 
to the information and context.

Assessment
 > Two written papers: each contributes 50% of 
the final grade regardless of tier

 > Paper 1: Non-calculator

 > Paper 2: Calculator

 > Tiered papers

 > Foundation Tier grades C-G available

 >  Higher Tier grades A*-D available (E 
allowed)

 > Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes

 > 100 marks on each paper

 > The functional elements of mathematics are 
assessed on each paper:

 > 30-40% of the Foundation Tier papers

 > 20-30% of the Higher Tier papers. 

Progression into 6th Form
The GCSE course in mathematics will enable 
you to develop your skills in the numerate 
world and use them in a variety of careers as 
mathematics is an essential GCSE qualification.  

Progression after 6th Form
If you take this at AS/A-level this qualification 
will open the doors to further careers and you 
will have a more opportunities at Universities 
and careers.

Mathematics



Course Title
Single Science 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE (x1)

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
Students study topics that enable them to 
find out more about how they fit into the 
world. How we live and breathe as a result 
of essential and highly successful chemical 
reactions. Everything we use, everything we 
eat, everything we need to survive belongs to 
science. Whether they are naturally occurring 
or man-made, all substances have their origin 
in the Earth and its atmosphere.

Course Content

Biology
B1 and a CA

Chemistry
C1 and a CA

Physics
P1 and a CA

Assessment
The GCSE is assessed through three one hour, 
60 mark, tiered written examination, containing 
six questions. Each contributes 25% of the 
total grade. The examinations will contain a 
mixture of question styles, including objective 
questions, short answer questions and 
extended writing questions. 

The final 25% of each of the science GCSEs is 
attained through traditional practical controlled 
assessments tasks relating to Unit 1 content. 
Each task consists of three parts. Part A is 
planning activity; Part B is an observation, 
collecting primary and secondary evidence; 
Part C consists of conclusions related to the 
primary and secondary evidence collected in 
Part B.

Progression into 6th Form
Studying Science GCSE allows students to 
continue their scientific interests by completing 
the Applied Science BTEC Level 3 qualification.  

Progression after 6th Form
An ideal course for students looking to 
continue further study at university

Single Science 



Course Title
Science and Additional Science 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE (x2)

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
Students study topics that enable them to 
find out more about how they fit into the 
world. How we live and breathe as a result 
of essential and highly successful chemical 
reactions. Everything we use, everything we 
eat, everything we need to survive belongs to 
science. Whether they are naturally occurring 
or man-made, all substances have their origin 
in the Earth and its atmosphere.

Course Content

Biology
B1, B2 and a CA

Chemistry
C1, C2 and a CA

Physics
P1, P2 and a CA

Assessment
Additional Science is assessed through three 
one hour, 60 mark, tiered written examination, 
containing six questions. Each contributing 
25% of the total grade. The examinations will 
contain a mixture of question styles, including 
objective questions, short answer questions 
and extended writing questions. 

The final 25% of each of the science GCSEs is 
attained through traditional practical controlled 
assessments tasks relating to Unit 1 and Unit 2 
content. Each task consists of three parts. Part 
A is planning activity; Part B is an observation, 
collecting primary and secondary evidence; 
Part C consists of conclusions related to the 
primary and secondary evidence collected in 
Part B.

Progression into 6th Form
Studying GCSE Sciences allows students 
to continue their scientific interests, either 
by making a good transition onto A Level 
Sciences or the Applied Science BTEC Level 3 
qualification.  

Progression after 6th Form
An ideal course for students looking to study 
subjects at Russell Group universities.

Additional Science 



Course Title
Biology, Chemistry, Physics

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE (x3)

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
Students study topics that enable them to 
find out more about how they fit into the 
world. How we live and breathe as a result 
of essential and highly successful chemical 
reactions. Everything we use, everything we 
eat, everything we need to survive belongs to 
science. Whether they are naturally occurring 
or man-made, all substances have their origin 
in the Earth and its atmosphere.

Course Content

Biology  

B1, B2, B3 and a CA

Chemistry
C1, C2, C3 and a CA

Physics
P1, P2, P3 and a CA

Assessment
Each of the science subjects are assessed 
through three one hour, 60 mark, tiered 
written examination, containing six questions. 
Each contribute 25% of the total grade. 
The examinations will contain a mixture of 
question styles, including objective questions, 
short answer questions and extended writing 
questions. 

The final 25% of each of the science GCSEs is 
attained through traditional practical controlled 
assessments tasks relating to Unit 2 or Unit 3 
content. Each task consists of three parts. Part 
A is planning activity; Part B is an observation, 
collecting primary and secondary evidence; 
Part C consists of conclusions related to the 
primary and secondary evidence collected in 
Part B.

Progression into 6th Form
Studying the Science GCSEs separately in 
this manner is a perfect way for students to 
continue their scientific interests, making a 
smooth transition onto A Level Sciences or the 
Applied Science BTEC Level 3 qualification.  

Progression after 6th Form
An ideal course for students looking to study 
science subjects at Russell Group universities.

Separate Sciences 



Course Title
Art and Design

GCSE or BTEC 
GCSE

Awarding Body
AQA

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The GCSE Art and Design course is designed 
to help students explore all areas of art, craft 
and design.  The delivery of the course will 
provide students with a wide range of creative, 
exciting and stimulating opportunities to 
explore their interests in art and design in ways 
that are personally relevant and developmental 
in nature. Students will present work through 
creatively visual, tactile, analytical and 
evaluative means. 

Course Content
A Portfolio of Work: The portfolio of work 
will be produced through undertaking three 
assignments based on a range of inspiring 
themes and concepts.  It will enable students 
to explore a wide variety of artistic materials, 
techniques and processes as well as 
investigating traditional and contemporary art, 
artists and designers. 

External Assessment: Students will be 
provided with a range of starting points to 
stimulate and inspire the development of an 
exam based project.  They will then have time 
to prepare and develop a response to their 
chosen theme of study.

Assessment
60% weighting for the Portfolio of Work and 
40% weighting for the Externally Set Task.

Progression into 6th Form
The GCSE in Art and Design will allow direct 
progression on to the A Level Art and Design or 
BTEC Level 3 programme. 

Progression after 6th Form
On completion of these awards, students 
can progress to a BTEC Foundation Degree 
programme.  These courses will also prepare 
students for employment in their chosen 
creative career.

Art and Design



Course Title
Business Studies

GCSE or BTEC 
GCSE

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
This course is studied over two years. During 
this time students will gain a knowledge of 
businesses and understand a variety of topics 
such as Marketing, Advertising, People and 
Finance. Students will get the opportunity to 
go and visit many businesses such as Cadbury 
World. This helps students to develop their 
knowledge and apply the theory to a real 
business. 

Course Content
During the two years students will study in Unit 
1: Introduction to Small Business. This gives 
student grounding of topics such as enterprise, 
recruitment, finance, and marketing. Student’s 
will then complete unit 2, which is controlled 
assessment based upon a local entrepreneur. 
In Unit 3: Building a Business, students will 
develop upon their unit 1 knowledge and look 
at topics such as marketing, customer needs, 
motivation and communication. 

Assessment
6Students will be assessed by and 2 exams at 
the end of the year. Unit 1 is a multiple choice 
exam which contributes 25%. Unit 2 controlled 
assessments also carries 25% of the total 
mark. The final 50% comes from a combination 
of multiple, short and extended questions.

Progression into 6th Form
After studying GCSE Business students will 
have the opportunity to take A Level Business 
Studies, which enhances the students’ 
knowledge. 

Progression after 6th Form
After studying A Level business studies 
students can take a degree in Business 
Studies. It would also support an individual 
who would like to set up their own 
business. Students may also go into areas 
such as Business Administration or gain 
apprenticeships.

Business Studies



Course Title
Catering single award 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
WJEC

Course Level
Level 2

Course Description
The Catering course is designed to develop 
your knowledge and skills in working with a 
range of food and equipment to create dishes. 
This course is a heavy practical course that 
will give you the chance to demonstrate your 
creativity with a range of food.  As well as 
giving you the opportunity to make lots of 
different dishes  you will learn how food safety 
and hygiene, Nutrition, menu planning.

Course Content
You will complete a range of focused practical 
tasks and theory assignments that will require 
you to develop your research, making and 

evaluating skills as well as planning for the 
preparation, cooking and presentation of 
dishes.  These are supported by a range of 
theory work developing a broad knowledge 
base.  You will also complete two coursework 
tasks requiring you to research, plan cook 
evaluate and cost a range of dishes. 

You will also be taught to use a range of 
presentation techniques to enhance your 
dishes.

Assessment
 > 60% coursework - Task 1 20% 
Task 2 40%

 > 40% Written paper - 2hours

Progression into 6th Form
Students can progress onto the BTEC level 
three catering course

Progression after 6th Form
This course will help you to progress to further 
or higher education courses involving working 
in areas of food, or to gain employment in the 
food industry. 

Catering 



Course Title
Computing 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
OCR

Course Level
Level 2

Course Description
Computer Science is the study of how and 
why computers and computer systems work, 
how they are constructed and programmed. 
Computing is of enormous importance to the 
economy, and the role of Computer Science 
as a discipline itself and as an ‘underpinning’ 
subject across science and engineering is 
growing rapidly. The growth in the use of 
mobile devices and web-related technologies 
has exploded, presenting new challenges for 
employers and employees.

Course Content
The computer systems and programming 
unit will teach you the theory about a wide 
range of issues; hardware and software, the 
representation of data in computer systems, 
communications and networking, programming 
and more.  The practical investigation requires 
you to look at a computing topic in more depth. 
Finally the programming project will call on you 
to design, code and test a solution to three 
tasks using a suitable programming language.

Assessment

Computer systems and programming
 > A written exam contributing 40% of the 
qualification.

 > The question paper includes a mixture of 
short and long answer questions, some 
of which will require candidates to write 
program code.

Practical investigation
 > Controlled assessment contributing 30% of 
the qualification.

 > Candidates carry out a practical investigation 
of a topic chosen from a set of options 
supplied by the exam board.

Programming project
 > Controlled assessment contributing 30% of 
the qualification.

 > Candidates create solutions to computing 
tasks from a set of options supplied by the 
exam board.

Progression into 6th Form
If you take a GCSE in Computing and then 
go on to study the subject at A Level or 
university, you’ll have an advantage over fellow 
students who are picking up the subject at 
these higher levels. The increasing importance 
of information technologies means there’ll 
be a growing demand for professionals 
who are qualified in this field.  Such is the 
academic rigour of this course it will support 
your progression on to all 6th form course, 
in particular; ICT, Creative Media, Business 
Studies  and Technology.

Progression after 6th Form
The course is also an excellent preparation if 
you want to study or work in areas that rely 
on the skills you’ll develop, especially where 
they’re applied to technical problems. These 
areas include engineering, financial and 
resource management, science and medicine. 
Other more specific areas include robotics, 
artificial intelligence, mobile technology and 
app & games designing. 

Computing 



Course Title
Certificate in Construction & the Built 
Environment

GCSE or BTEC 
BTEC

Awarding Body
EDEXCEL

Course Level
Level 2

Course Description
You will study 2 core units which are:

UNIT 1: Construction Technology Externally 
assessed.

UNIT 2: Construction and Design Internally 
assessed.

You will study 2 units which are:

UNIT 3: Scientific and Mathematical 
Applications for Construction internally 
assessed.

UNIT 11: Sustainability in Construction 
Externally assessed.

You will study 4 Optional specialist units

UNIT 6: Exploring Carpentry and Joinery 
Principles and Techniques internally assessed.

UNIT 7: Exploring Brickwork and Blockwork 
Principles and Techniques internally assessed.

UNIT 14: Exploring Wall and Floor Tiling 
Principles and Techniques internally assessed.

And one further unit internally assessed.

Assessment
 > 25% externally assessed examination

 > 75% Coursework internally assessed

Progression into 6th Form and Beyond
The BTEC Certificate in Construction allows 
you to move on to specialist construction 
courses.  It is a good foundation if you want to 
be an operative in the construction industry in 
the future.

Construction and the Built  
Environment



Course Title
Design and Technology - Resistant Materials 
Technology 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
WJEC

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
Resistant Materials Technology is designed to 
develop your knowledge and skills in working 
with a range of materials and making attractive, 
quality products. We all need and use products!  
This course will give you the chance to 
demonstrate your creativity with a range of 
resistant materials.  This is a practical course 
which you will find interesting and enjoyable.  
As well as giving you the opportunity to make 
lots of different products you will learn how to 
use computer aided design/manufacture to 
produce high quality products as well as using 
a range of hand tools and machines.

Course Content
You will complete a range of focused practical 
tasks and design projects that will require 
you to develop your research, designing 
and evaluating skills as well as planning the 
manufacture and production of products.  
These are supported by a range of theory work 
developing a broad knowledge base.  You will 
also complete a project requiring you to focus 
on current designers’ work. 

You will also be taught to use computer aided 
design and manufacture.

Assessment
 > 60% coursework – Design & Make Controlled 
Assessment Task

 > 40% Written paper – 2hours

Progression into 6th Form
Students can progress onto the ‘A’ Level 
Product Design course

Progression after 6th Form
This course will help you to progress to further 
or higher education courses involving working 
in areas of design & technology, or to gain 
employment in the design industry.

Design and Technology:  
Resistant Materials Technology 



Course Title 

Drama

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The GCSE in Drama encourages students 
to work imaginatively and creatively in a 
collaborative context. There is a clear, three-
unit structure where students will explore 
a range of themes and texts to explore the 
drama elements and mediums, building to a 
final performance in the third unit. The final unit 
is performance-based rather than written to 
reward practical ability.

Course Content
 > Unit 1 explores a chosen theme, topic 
or issue. Students will explore the stimuli 
through the application of the drama 
elements and mediums.

 > Unit 2 encourages the exploration of a 
particular text through the drama elements 
and mediums. Students will also need to 
evaluate a live theatre performance.

 > Unit 3 is a live, assessed performance where 
students will demonstrate their practical 
ability and ability to communicate to an 
audience.

Assessment
Units 1 and 2 are internally assessed. Unit 
3 is externally assessed (external examiner 
attending the final performance)

Progression into 6th Form
This course is ideal preparation to move onto 
the Edexcel A-Level in Drama and Theatre 
Studies.

Progression after 6th Form
Completion of the A-level in Drama and 
Theatre Studies can allow access to a variety 
of creative degree level courses, which might 
include: Drama; Acting; Theatre Studies; 
English and Media.  The course also develops 
personal skills which are needed for the wider 
world of work.

Drama



Course Title
French

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The business world requires an enormous 
variety of skills including language skills.  
GCSE French will help you to develop the 
cultural and linguistic knowledge that might 
help you interact with clients and improve 
communications skills in employment.  
Your chances of employability and salary 
expectations are raised when you speak 
another language.   In the job market, 
French can become a basis for a career in 
interpretation, translation or the diplomatic 
service, or it can be an invaluable skill in the 
sectors of manufacturing, engineering, tourism 
or haulage.

Course Content
The four skills of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening will be explored and developed 
across a myriad of topic areas including 
health, relationships and choices, free time 
and the media, holidays, home and local area, 
environment, school/college and future plans, 
current and future jobs.

Assessment

There are four units:  
 > Listening 20% (examination)

 > Speaking 30% (2 controlled assessments)

 > Reading 20% (examination)

 > Writing 30% (2 controlled assessments)

Progression into 6th Form
 A GCSE in French allows you to move on to a 
higher level qualification such as A or AS level.

Progression after 6th Form
You could go on to study a full degree in 
French or you could study French as a 
subsidiary subject alongside another major 
subject such as business, law, marketing etc. 
Having studied French you may then have the 
desire to discover a new language ab initio at 
University.

French



Course Title
Geography

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
AQA

Course Level 
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The Geography GCSE course provides great 
variety in the topics that students cover and 
builds on some of the content that makes up 
the Year 9 curriculum. Students will learn a lot 
about the relationships between humans and 
their environment  that will help them to better 
understand the world around them. They will 
also learn how to use ICT to represent places, 
read maps and explain links and connections 
within and between countries. 

Course Content
The physical Geography element of the 
course comprises studies of rivers, coasts 
and tectonics, including volcanoes and 
earthquakes. The human Geography covers 
topics as diverse as China’s one child policy, 
environmental issues and tourism in Blackpool. 

Assessment
Two exams both of 1 hour 30 minutes at the 
end of the course. There is one Controlled 
Assessment task, contributing 25% of the 
final mark. Students are permitted notes and 
plans but must write some of their completed 
answers in controlled conditions. 

Progression into 6th Form
A level Geography is a popular and successful 
course in the Sixth Form. Students achieving C 
grades or better in GCSE Geography as well as 
in Maths and English would be considered for 
further study. 

Progression after 6th Form
Geography is well recognised by universities 
and employers. Skills of analysis, use 
of evidence as well as visual and spatial 
awareness are all sought after and prominent 
in careers such as engineering, agriculture, 
charities, and the military. 

Geography



Course Title
VTCT Certificate in an Introduction in the Hair 
and Beauty Industry

GCSE or BTEC
Vocational Qualification Level 2

Awarding Body
VTCT

Course Level 
Level 2

Course Description
The VTCT Level 2 Award in an Introduction to 
the Hair and Beauty Sector is a qualification 
that has been specifically designed to develop 
practical skills through introducing the hair and 
beauty industries and how students should 
present a professional image in the salon. 

Course Content
Students will have the opportunity to choose 
from the following hair and beauty units; 
plaiting or plaiting and twisting hair, shampoo 
and conditioning hair, hand or skin care, styling 
women’s hair, basic make-up application, nail 
art application, dressing hair, providing basic 
manicure or pedicure treatments, colour hair 
using temporary colour, salon reception duties, 
how to follow health and safety and working 
with others in the hair and beauty sector, create 
and maintain retail displays or how to perform a 
head massage service. 

Assessment
This course will be assessed through a series 
of practical and written assessments.  Certain 
units require an external end test. 

Progression into 6th Form
NVQ Level 2 and 3 in either hairdressing or 
beauty therapy services. 

Progression after 6th Form
Degree in beauty therapy and spa management 
or career into the hair and beauty industry. 

Hair and Beauty



Course Title
Health and Social Care

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
WJEC

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
GCSE Health & Social Care enables students to 
understand aspects of personal development, 
and the health, social care and early years 
sector, through investigation and evaluation 
of a range of services and organisations.  
Students will also examine issues which affect 
the nature and quality of human life, including 
an appreciation of diversity and cultural issues.

Course Content
UNIT 1: Health, Social Care and Children’s 
services looks at the care needs of individuals, 
types of care services, ways of accessing 
services/barriers to access, roles and skills of 
people who provide services and the principles 
of care.

UNIT 2: Human growth & development looks at 
how individuals grow and develop factors that 
can affect individuals growth and development, 
the development of self-concept and life 
changes and sources of support.

Assessment
Unit 1 is a controlled assessment contributing 
60%. Unit 2 is an externally assessed exam 
contributing 40%.

Progression into 6th Form
Applied Health & Social Care - single & double 
award

Progression after 6th Form
Various degree and further education courses 
as well as vocational courses leading in to 
careers such as occupational therapy, care 
worker, physiotherapist,   mental health worker, 
adult and children’s nursing,  social worker, 
youth worker, midwife, health visitor, nursery 
assistant and many more.

Health and Social Care



Course Title
History

GCSE or BTEC 
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The History GCSE course provides great variety 
in the topics that students cover and builds on 
some of the content that makes up the Year 
9 curriculum. Students will learn a lot about 
British and European history that will help them 
to understand the modern world. They will also 
learn how to argue their case effectively, use 
evidence and question the views of others. 

Course Content
The history of Medicine covers 2000 years of 
History from the Romans to the present day. 
The growth of the Nazis and the impact of war 
on Britain are detailed studies in two further 
units. Representations of the Vietnam War in 
films, books and songs make up the Controlled 
Assessment. 

Assessment
Three exams, each lasting 1 hour 15 minutes 
and taken at the end of the course. There 
is one Controlled Assessment task, broken 
down into four smaller questions. Students are 
permitted notes and plans but must write their 
completed answers in controlled conditions. 

Progression into 6th Form
A level History is a popular and successful 
course in the Sixth Form. Students achieving C 
grades or better in GCSE History and English 
would be considered for further study. 

Progression after 6th Form
History is well recognised by universities and 
employers. Skills of analysis, use of evidence 
and interpretation are all sought after and 
prominent in careers such as law, journalism, 
advertising, and the government. 

History



Course Title
Information Communication Technology (ICT)

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edxcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
Information Communication Technology deals 
with the purposeful application of computer 
systems to solve real-world problems, including 
issues such as the identification of business 
needs, producing podcasts, videos and printed 
information, and the evaluation of usability by 
purpose and the intended audience. It is the 
productive, creative and explorative use of 
technology. Students learn about current and 
emerging digital technologies and the issues 
raised by their use in a range of contexts.

Course Content
UNIT 1: Living in a Digital World.  In this unit, 
students explore how digital technology 
impacts on the lives of individuals, 
organisations and society. They develop 
awareness of the risks that are inherent in using 
ICT and the features of safe and responsible 
practice.  UNIT 2: Using Digital Tools.  This is a 
practical unit. They work with a range of digital 
tools and techniques producing effective ICT 
solutions in a range of contexts.

Assessment
 > UNIT 1: Living in a Digital World. 
This unit is assessed through a 1 hour 30 
minute examination paper set and marked 
by Edexcel.  It contributes 40% of the overall 
assessment. 

 > UNIT 2: Using Digital Tools.   
The unit is internally assessed under 
controlled conditions.  Students must 
complete a controlled assessment task 
provided by Edexcel.  It contributes 60% of 
the overall assessment.

Progression into 6th Form
If you take a GCSE in ICT and then go on 
to study the subject at A Level or university, 
you’ll have an advantage over fellow students 
who are picking up the subject at these 
higher levels. The increasing importance of 
information technologies means there will 
be a growing demand for professionals who 
are qualified in this field.  This qualification 
supports progress to further study, including 
GCEs, BTECs and Diplomas in IT, Computing 
and related subjects.

Progression after 6th Form
The course is also an excellent preparation if 
you want to study or work in areas that rely 
on the skills you’ll develop. ICT is relevant 
to all jobs and careers and employers are 
increasingly looking for candidates with high 
level ICT skills and qualifications. Potential jobs 
in the IT sector include Web Design, Software 
Developer and Games Design to name but a 
few. 

ICT



Course Title
Media Studies

GCSE or BTEC 
GCSE

Awarding Body
AQA

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The Media Studies course covers a wide range 
of media texts and media platforms such as: 
print and electronic publishing; moving images 
such as television; film and video; radio; 
advertising; music; and news. In addition to the 
single award, the double award consists of two 
further units. The course combines analysis of 
media texts; investigation and research into the 
media industry and production and evaluation 
of your own media productions. 

Course Content
 > Analysis of media platforms and texts, 
including studying the effect on different 
audiences. 

 > Creating your own media texts for different 
platforms, audiences and purposes. 

 > Analysis and study of a range of media 
industries, including how media texts are 
designed, constructed, distributed and any 
regulations applied to the industry. 

 > Preparation and presentation of business 
plans based on a set media industry. 

Assessment
Single Award: 

 > One exam: Investigating the Media (40%)

 > Controlled assessment: Understanding the 
Media (60%)

Double Award consists of the Single Award and 
an additional two units:

 > Exam: Investigating the Media (20%)

 > Controlled assessment: Understanding the 
Media (30%)

 > Exam: Exploring Media Industries (20%)

 > Controlled assessment: Responding to a 
Media Brief (30%)

Progression into 6th Form
GCSE Media Studies provides skills to enable 
progression to A Level Media Studies.

Progression after 6th Form
GCSE Media Studies at grade C or above 
supports entry to university. 

Media Studies



Course Title
Performing Arts

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
WJEC

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The GCSE in Performing Arts offers a range 
of activities designed to build confidence and 
skill within a chosen discipline. The course is 
focused on students’ musical skills (including 
performing, dj-ing, and music technology). The 
course also offers the opportunity to explore 
the wider Performing Arts industry to give a 
greater understanding of the world of work, 
therefore progression routes after completing 
the course. 

Course Content
 > Unit 1 is broken down into three controlled 
assessments where students will:

 > Develop a performing arts skill

 > Carry out some research on the 
performing arts industry

 > Prepare for a themed showcase 
performance

 > Unit 2 is a themed showcase performance 
where students will create a performance 
to a set theme. This will be assessed by an 
external examiner. 

Assessment
Unit 1, tasks 1, 2 and 3 are all internally 
assessed and externally moderated. Unit 
2 is externally assessed (external examiner 
attending the final performance).

Progression into 6th Form
This course, along with the study of grade 
5 music theory (an extra-curricular option) 
are ideal to study the A-level in Music. (N.B. 
grade 5 music theory is not essential, however, 
not having studied the course will mean that 
students will have to study grade 5 music 
theory alongside their A-level courses).

Progression after 6th Form
Completion of the A-level in Music can allow 
access to a variety of creative degree level 
courses, which might include: Music; Music 
Technology; and Media Studies.  The course 
also develops personal skills which are needed 
for the wider world of work.

Performing Arts/Music



Course Title
Physical Education 

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
GCSE PE is run over two years. The course is 
assessed over two units.  For unit 1 students 
need to have a good understanding of the 
benefits of healthy and active lifestyles and of 
anatomy and physiology of the human body. 
Unit 2 is assessed in two sections. Section 1 
involves the student performing in four practical 
performances. Section 2 requires the student 
to analyse performances. 

Course Content
 > Unit 1: The Theory of Physical Education 
(40%)

 > Section 1.1: Healthy, active lifestyle

 > Section 1.2: Your healthy, active body

 > Unit 2: Performance in Physical Education 
(60%)

 > Section 1: Practical Performance 

 > Section 2: Analysis of performance

Assessment
Unit 1 is externally assessed through a written 
examination paper of 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
This will contribute a maximum of 40 per cent 
towards the total marks.

Unit 2 is assessed in two sections. Section 1 – 
four practical performances in the role of either 
player/participant, leader or official. You can 
achieve 48 per cent of the marks from your four 
performances, two of which may be in the role 
of a leader or official.

Section 2 – analysis of performance in one of 
the chosen activities. This will contribute 12 per 
cent of the marks and should include planning, 
performing and evaluating a Personal Exercise 
Programme.

Progression into 6th Form 
Ideal preparation for A Level Physical 
Education or vocational qualifications, such 
as BTEC Nationals in Sport and Exercise 
Sciences.

Progression after 6th Form
The course develops the transferable skills 
and key skills that employers are looking for 
and can lead to a wide variety of employment 
opportunities. This can include further training 
in such areas as recreational management, 
leisure activities, coaching, officiating, the 
fitness industry, the armed forces and the Civil 
Service. 

Physical Education



Course Title
Spanish

GCSE or BTEC
GCSE

Awarding Body
Edexcel

Course Level
Level 1 / 2

Course Description
The business world requires an enormous 
variety of skills including language skills.  
GCSE Spanish will help you to develop the 
cultural and linguistic knowledge that might 
help you interact with clients and improve 
communications skills in employment.  
Your chances of employability and salary 
expectations are raised when you speak 
another language.   In the job market, 
Spanish can become a basis for a career in 
interpretation, translation or the diplomatic 
service, or it can be an invaluable skill in the 
sectors of manufacturing, engineering, tourism 
or haulage. 

Course Content
The four skills of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening will be explored and developed 
across a myriad of topic areas including 
health, relationships and choices, free time 
and the media, holidays, home and local area, 
environment, school/college and future plans, 
current and future jobs.

Assessment

There are four units
 > Listening 20% (examination)

 > Speaking 30% (2 controlled assessments)

 > Reading 20% (examination)

 > Writing 30% (2 controlled assessments)

Progression into 6th Form
A GCSE in Spanish allows you to move on to a 
higher level qualification such as A or AS level.  

Progression after 6th Form
You could go on to study a full degree in 
Spanish or you could study Spanish as a 
subsidiary subject alongside another major 
subject such as business, law, marketing 
etc. Having acquired a knowledge of how 
languages work you may even be able to 
access a new language.

Spanish



What is the course about?
The Access Programme is designed to offer 
additional support in curriculum time to 
students who may struggle with some of the 
challenges that face them at secondary school. 
The programme will offer an individualised 
course for pupils in small groups, allowing them 
additional time and personalised assistance 
to enable them to access and improve their 
academic achievements in all subject areas. 

The Access Programme consists of additional 
literacy and numeracy classes taught by 
specialists in the Learning Support department. 
Both the literacy and numeracy lessons 
are designed to run alongside mainstream 
English and Mathematics courses but provide 
alternative methods of teaching to promote 
enjoyment and confidence in key skills. 

The Access Programme is based on the 
philosophy that all pupils are able to achieve 
with appropriate support and provision. The 
Access Programme will be recommended to a 
small number of students who Arrow Vale feel 
would benefit from an alternative curriculum.

Pupils who are recommended for the Access 
Programme will have the opportunity to 
have their needs met in a personalised, fun 
and relaxed environment and gain vital skills 
and knowledge to aid their confidence and 
achievement for a whole school environment.

What will I learn?
Access English: 
The Access English lessons will follow a 
specially designed programme to run alongside 
mainstream English lessons. Key Literacy and 
English skills will be covered throughout the 
course and a variety of different texts and films 
will be studied, which will allow for cross-
curricular links and provide important social 
and emotional skills. The lessons are designed 
to cater for a variety of learning styles and 
allow for a more practical approach to learning. 

Access Mathematics: 
The Access Mathematics lessons will also 
follow a specially designed programme to run 
alongside mainstream Mathematics lessons. 
Key Mathematical skills will be covered 
throughout the course and delivered through 
a variety of learning styles. The Access 
Mathematics course will focus on more 
practical aspects of Mathematics and teach 
pupils functional skills with a cross-curricular 
focus. Pupils will gain vital numeracy skills 
through more active participation, games and 
group projects.  

How will I be assessed?
The Access Programme provides students 
with the opportunity to study for additional 
literacy and numeracy qualifications at Entry 
and Foundation levels. These qualifications 
will be taken in addition to GCSE English 
and Mathematics exams and will provide a 
stepping-stone approach to success. 

The aim of the course is to enable access for all 
pupils to a fully-rounded curriculum and allow 
pupils, with additional support, to achieve their 
potential in all academic areas. 

What will this course allow me to do?
The course aims to:

 > Promote enjoyment of learning.

 > Allow pupils to achieve their potential in all 
mainstream lessons.

 > Allow pupils additional time and support to 
meet their needs.

 > Improve social and emotional skills. 

 > Improve organisation and skills of 
independence.

Alternative Provision
Arrow Vale is committed to finding the most 
suitable courses and qualifications to suit every 
individual need and allow achievement for all. 
We therefore offer an alternative pathway for 
pupils who, for various reasons, are unable 
to meet the demands of a full-mainstream 
timetable. The alternative pathway offers a 
variety of courses both within and outside 
of the school environment, which will allow 
students to gain important life and work based 
skills, to assist them in their future careers. The 
aim of this provision is to enable all pupils to 
access and gain suitable qualifications with a 
focus on enjoyment and success. 

Students will study for a range of qualifications 
which could include the ASDAN award, the 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (COPE), 
NOCN Step-Up qualifications - in a range 
of vocational subjects, Wheels Mechanics 
certificates, Work Related Learning, 
Horticultural skills, Preparation for Working Life 
and many more. The Alternative Pathway will 
be offered to students on an individual basis. If 
you feel that you would benefit from a course 
of this nature please contact a member of the 
Learning Support team.

Learning Support Access  
Programme



Our aim is to produce and deliver a high quality 
learning for life curriculum to all students that 
will have increasing impact and value to their 
journey of academic development and personal 
growth here at RSA Academy Arrow Vale. 
The mechanism for the delivery of our L4L 
curriculum lies with each and every member 
of staff, albeit in different roles and through a 
variety of different means. All students have 
an entitlement to outstanding teaching and 
learning combined with outstanding care, 
guidance and support. This is centred in the 
belief that every child does matter and no child 
is left behind or marginalised.

The Learning For Life curriculum covers the 
following areas of delivery:

 > All assemblies

 > The Learning For Life sessions during form 
tutor time as well as

 > The Learning For Life curriculum across year 
9, 10 and 11. 

 > All of these areas are valuable teaching and 
learning opportunities and can offer a great 
deal to each and every students’ personal 
growth and development. 

The following units comprise the core of the 
Learning For Life programme across all three 
years:

1. Finance

2. PSHE

3. Sex Education

4. RE

5. Finance (economic well-being)

6. Careers

7. Moral Maze

Learning for Life



At RSA Academy Arrow Vale we are committed 
to supporting our students to realise their 
academic potential and develop their talents 
and interests.  The student study support 
and LOTC programme are designed to give 
students the best possible chance to be the 
best they can be.  Some of the programme is 
open to all and other opportunities are targeted 
to support specific students or groups of 
students.  We believe that encouraging our 
students to participate in groups and clubs 
outside the classroom supports achievement 
and provides enjoyable learning experiences. 
The programme aims to strongly develop their 
Social, Moral, Cultural and Spiritual self. 

Throughout the year curriculum subjects will 
create provision for students to attend support 
sessions designed to develop, enhance and 
support students learning towards realising 
their academic potential.  These study support 
sessions will be based around smaller teaching 
groups to develop a personalised learning 
and targeted curriculum.  We have strong 
links with local businesses, communities and 
universities to develop the future aspirations of 
our students.

 We believe strongly in developing the whole 
child and our LOTC and Student Study Support 
programme ensures this.  You can find the 
latest update of the LOTC and Student Study 
Support timetable on our website.

Learning Outside The Classroom 
and Student Study Support



The majority of pupils should consider 
progression into the Sixth Form as the most 
appropriate choice after completing their 
GCSEs.  There is clear progression from all 
GCSE subjects into the Sixth Form to allow 
students to study familiar subjects, but in 
greater depth.  There are also a number of 
subjects which could be chosen that are not 
available before Sixth Form, Psychology for 
example. 

But how much does it matter which GCSEs 
or BTECs you do in Years 10 and 11?  For 
most careers it doesn’t make much difference 
which subjects you do as long as you have 
at least 5 A*-C including Maths and English.  
This is also the basic requirement for entry into 
the Sixth Form.  However, for some careers 
it is important to get as many A grades as 
possible.  For example, to study Medicine at 
the University of Birmingham you would need 
at least 7 A*-A grades including Maths, English 
and at least two Sciences.  

Some courses have preferred subjects, for 
example most Law courses like you to have 
good grades in History and English.  For 
Midwifery or Nursing, universities like you 
to have either Biology or Health and Social 
Care.  Then there are some more unique 
requirements, if you want to study some Sports 
courses, you will need a GCSE in a Modern 
Foreign Language!

Whatever you choose, you can be sure that 
the Sixth Form will help you take your studies 
further and assist you in getting into the career 
you want.  If you are unsure of whether your 
options fit in with the career you want or how 
they will affect future choices, please do not 
hesitate to contact either Mr Mellor, or Mr 
Wright.

Progression to 6th Form
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