
 

 

 

At RSA Academy Arrow Vale we are dedicated to inclusive provision for all and 

provide a wealth of individual support and specialist programmes to support the 

needs of our individual learners. Inclusive practice in all lessons, from all staff, 

across the school is key to the successful outcomes for all learners that we have 

achieved in recent years, and in particular excellent outcomes for learners with 

additional needs such as Special Educational Needs, English as an Additional 

Language and Behavioral, Emotional and Social Difficulties. 

Under the new Code of Practice the school is legally required to publish the following 

information. 

SEN provision: 

As a fully inclusive school, all kinds of SEN are provided for within mainstream 

provision at Arrow Vale. The school is the designated access school within Redditch 

providing support for pupils with physical difficulties. It also has close contacts with 

support agencies for students with multi-sensory impairments and sensory 

processing difficulties. The Learning Support department provides a multitude of 

interventions and extraction courses to support various learning difficulties 

associated with Speech, Language and Communication Difficulties, and Specific 

Learning Difficulties such as Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, Dysgraphia, 

and Dyspraxia. The school also has a designated department for Behavioural, 

Emotional and Social difficulties called the BASE.  There is also a whole school 

focus on supporting the needs of those individuals on the Autistic Spectrum. 

Identification of Needs, Assessment and Review 

The school conducts a comprehensive package of assessments to identify and 

assess the Special Educational Needs of each and every student. 

 All students on arrival at RSA Academy Arrow Vale conduct epace learning 

assessments which evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of every individual 

in a range of skills and abilities essential for learning. 

 Students also undergo a dyslexia screener to highlight any specific learning 

difficulties. 

 Every student undertakes the online Edinburgh Reading test annually. 

 More thorough personalized diagnostic testing is completed in-house by our 

designated diagnostic assessor Mrs Karen Edwards. These tests include; BPVS, 

CTOPP, WRAT-4, DASH, Helen Arkell Spelling and more.  
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 All students in year 9 are placed on the Renaissance Accelerated Reading 

Programme which involves termly progress checks on reading ability and 

comprehension 

 All interventions within the Learning Support Department are monitored closely 

and progress checked. Students and parents are invited to provide feedback on 

interventions they have received. 

Consulting Parents 

 All parents of students with a Statement of Educational Needs will be invited to 

attend and provide feedback at their child’s annual review. Regular contact will 

be kept with parents throughout the school year and as a minimum once per 

term. 

 All students currently on the SEN register will be allocated a key worker from 

within the Learning Support department who will conduct passport reviews and 

set termly targets. The key worker will contact parents to discuss these reviews 

each term either by letter, phone call or if preferred face-to-face meeting. 

 The SENCO and Lead Achievement & Inclusion Assistants will be available for 

appointments at all parents’ evenings throughout the year, on request. 

 Parents are contacted throughout the year as and when required, to discuss the 

outcomes of learning assessments. 

 All parents are invited and encouraged to contact the Learning Support 

department if they feel that their child has any additional needs that require 

support. 

Consulting Pupils 

 All students on the SEN register have a passport of educational needs to assist 

teachers in individualized programmes of education within every lesson. 

Students have termly reviews of these passports and have an opportunity to add 

ideas and tips on how to support them most. 

 Termly Passport Reviews are carried out with the students’ allocated key worker 

from the Learning Support Team. 

 Students with a Statement of educational Need are invited to attend their annual 

reviews and provide written and verbal feedback related to their education. 

 The Learning Support Department offers an open door policy inviting students to 

come and speak to staff about their difficulties at any time. 

Transition 

The school offers a comprehensive transition package from Middle school to High 

School. This includes the county-wide 2 day transition programme and a number of 

small-group taster sessions for a variety of different needs and subject areas. The 

SEN additional transition day provides a full-day of additional sessions focusing on 

building friendships, meeting new teachers, increasing confidence and self-esteem 



 
 

and getting to know the general layout and day-to-day experiences of the school. 

The SEN transition day also includes a parent coffee morning for those parents who 

are equally as nervous as their child. 

Support for Transition to Post-16 education is also provided. Whilst we encourage all 

our students to stay on at Arrow Vale Sixth form, there is support for those who 

choose to study in alternative establishements. The Learning Support Department 

helps students to complete application forms, teaches interview technique, attend 

interviews for support and liaise with post-16 providers to transfer key information 

about learning needs to enable students to succeed in whichever pathway they 

choose. The school also works in collaboration with Worcestershire County Council 

and the ‘Get Ahead’ project to ensure that the most vulnerable students succeed 

with transition to future education. 

Expertise and Training 

All staff within the school attends termly CPD training sessions on key aspects of 

Special Educational Needs teaching. These are carried out by the SENCO or other 

members of the Learning Support Team, each with specialist knowledge and 

expertise in this area. Staff also have bi-weekly briefings on key changes and issues 

within the area of inclusion. All staff are expected to provide individualized support 

for all students within their class groups and have personalized information to assist 

them in this through the SEN passport system. 

The BASE 

Everyone at some point needs additional support and guidance, particularly during 

teenage years. The BASE provides students with emotional support when required 

through 1-1 mentoring and counselling. Skilled and experienced staff also deliver six-

week programmes to groups of students when a need has been identified. 

Other provision at The BASE includes extraction groups, where students are able to 

work in smaller groups with a member of staff to complete outstanding coursework 

for subjects. This enables them to receive more 1:1 support than they would be able 

to access in a classroom environment and therefore helps them to gain the results 

they are capable of. 

Students with more specific difficulties can be placed on a personalised learning plan 

(PLP) and receive an educational package suitable to their individual needs. 

The aim of The Base is to ensure that all students receive the personalised 

education that they deserve and require as and when barriers arise. 

 



 
 

External  Support Agencies 

The school liaises regularly with a number of external support agencies. These 

include: 

 CAMHS – Pear Tree Centre  

 Integrated Specialist Support Service 

 Chadsgrove Outreach Team 

 Complex Communication Disorder Team 

 Medical Education Team 

 Hearing Impairment & Visual Impairment Team 

 Speech & Language Therapy Team 

 Achievement for All 

 Occupational Therapy Team 

If you would like to speak to anyone in the team about your child’s provision, support, 
assessment, transition or complaint please contact: 

Louisa Smith - ELT: Lead Practitioner SEN & Inclusion (SENCO) 
RSA Academy Arrow Vale 
Green Sward Lane 
Matchborough West 
Redditch 
Worcestershire 
01527 526 800 

 


