
BCMG/RSA Project 
 
Thoughts, reflections and next steps after first gathering session 
 
Overview 
 
Broadly speaking every single group I encountered were very open to share their thoughts 
and feelings about learning, their relationship with school, as well as their hopes, dreams, 
ambitions, and fears for the future.  Nonetheless each group had a particular bent towards one 
or more themes within these broad categories, or otherwise, which I will detail below. 
 
The three main themes that came from all schools were: 
 

 Learning – both inside school and outside school; the importance of learning; how the 
education system might not be providing the opportunities some young people want, 
for example not enough focus on the arts; 

 The future/change – equality between men and women, for example equal pay (Ipsley); 
LGBT+ equality (Whitley); aspirations, for example going to University of Cambridge 
(Tipton) or University of Manchester (Holyhead); changing rules in school and how to 
do that; 

 Passion for the arts – linked to learning; how one can ‘escape’ from the every day when 
pursuing their interests, as well as improve their wellbeing through engagement with 
the arts. 

 
These will potentially become three sections for all singers to learn and will be another 
stimulus for next time deriving more text and (more) music. 
 
Below I describe what was achieved in each first gathering session and what I am looking to 
explore next time with each group. 
 
Tipton 
 
Throughout the majority of the session there was a sense of shyness and lack of confidence 
from many of the young people in this group.  However, this really differed from person to 
person.  One young person was very keen to discuss their mental health and how much they 
struggled to remain positive.  Another, a very ambitious young person, aspired to go to 
Cambridge University, but had been told that ‘people from Tipton don’t go to Cambridge’.  
There was a passion for the arts here and many felt that whilst their school had arts provision, 
they needed more to reach their goals.  We made a real break-through at the end of the 
session where the group, generally speaking, relished songwriting and we produced several 
sets of lyrics on different themes, with many starting to create melodies for their words. 
 
Next time we will explore two ideas in more detail: a passion for the arts and why it’s 
important, as well as exploring our aspirations: why do people think you can’t aim for the so-
called top universities because you’re from Tipton? 
 
Holyhead 
 
A wonderfully heated session with lots of strong opinions from many members of the group, 
although sometimes ensuring people listened to each other’s points was a real challenge!  
There was a clear divide between the young men and young women in the room – the young 



women were aspirational and the majority, had clear aspirations; the young men were not so 
keen to share their aspirations but often referred to ‘postcode beef’ and how gang culture was 
prevalent in their lives.  Broadly speaking, the young men seemed to prefer spitting bars, 
whilst the young women were more interested in singing. 
 
I am keen in the next session to explore this notion of ‘postcode beef’ and how it really affects 
the young people.  I am keen to learn (and Jemma/the school will be able to support me in 
this) if gang violence is something that is real, and a frequent occurrence to them and how 
that impacts on them.  
 
I feel we could explore this topic musically quite easily, but I am keen to not glorify violence 
and gangs but explore ways in which we can foster change in our communities and ourselves.  
I am also keen to explore unusual metres with this group as I feel that would be a welcome 
musical challenge that would offer alternatives to the music they already make, without 
denying their influence on the work.  Next session I am going to encourage a lot of break out 
activity as a lot of them already create their own work and they may benefit from the space to 
do so.  It may be worth considering a third gathering session with this group if possible. 
 
Ipsley 
 
An experienced group of performers (you can tell they do musical theatre!) we had lots of 
interesting and a wide range of discussions in this group.  Big topics such as equality between 
genders, and a fight to eradicate poverty were discussed alongside personal aspirations to 
work in the arts or with animals, for example.  The school motto (I think this is correct…?) 
‘Aspire Believe Succeed’ came up in our mind-mapping exercise, and Robyn has also 
mentioned that Christian values, as well as this year’s themes of 
Friendship/Trust/Respect/Resilience were of interest to explore.  A few young people wanted 
to focus on the idea of ‘loss’, which might be interesting to reflect on why in our next session.  
We created a rhythm for a set of lyrics as a group and several groups created their own lyrics 
and, in some cases, melodies. 
 
Next time we will continue to explore the themes of the school for our own song as this is 
evidently important to the school, but also to the young people. 
 
Arrowvale 
 
Even in the first exercise some were to keen to bring up politics, even if in a slightly joking 
way (“Oprah for President 2020”).  This group was diverse in their interests, but a large 
minority were keen to discuss their dissatisfaction with school rules and how they feel unable 
to make change.  However, a large majority felt school gave them the tools for the future and 
they were lucky to be part of this learning environment.  Two other big topics were looking 
after oneself (ie self-love, or mental health care) and how their passion for the arts allowed 
them to be free.  A lot of the young people are very passionate about musical theatre. 
 
Many different sets of lyrics, some with melodies, were created.  We also created a two-part 
chorus on the concept of ‘learning’. 
 
I am keen to explore ‘change’ as a broad concept in this school and how we, as individuals, or 
a group, can foster change in our community, but also further afield.  This will address 
negative anti-school sentiment, but also embrace their hunger for discussion.  Also, after 



conversation with Matt, it may be a good opportunity to create a work in three parts (SAB) to 
stretch this group, as they are already an established choir. 
 
Abbeywood/Churchhill 
 
Here I worked with a large group of year 4s and year 5s who came across much older than 
they seemed.  When we explored the topics of learning and schooling there were very 
analytical and articulate answers from a wide range of young people.  In our individual work 
exercise the young people almost exclusively wrote down that family was the most important 
thing to them. 
 
We collectively composed a chorus about family. 
 
In our next gathering session I will do more to explore what the young people are interested 
in.  Working in a large group is manageable, but it means it can be tricky to oversee/monitor 
break out work.  Family is evidently important and that may be the theme of our own song. 
 
Whitley 
 
Fantastic and passionate singers, but, perhaps, the most resistant to my processes of 
gathering material – they ‘went along’ with the activity but were more reticent compared to 
other schools.  However, they devised fantastic melodies (and harmonies!) in a very short 
space of time in one of our opening warm ups.  There is a lot of love for musical theatre from 
many of these young people.  Discussions included LGBT+ rights, self-care/self-love/self-
confidence and passion for the arts.  I feel this group would benefit from a more directed 
process. 


