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Hello and a warm welcome to the Autumn term.
And to the new members of staff amongst you,
welcome to the RSA Academies. We wish you
well with your new job. The start of the 2018-19
academic year brings some changes in the RSA
Academies' team. I am working as Interim Chief
Executive of the RSA Academies while we recruit
a permanent successor to Alison Critchley. And
we have a new Chair of RSA Academies, John
Towers, who is a headteacher and an RSA
Fellow. I know John is very much looking forward
to visiting the schools and meeting as many of
you as possible in the coming weeks.  
 
In project news, planning for the Curriculum
Reviews and for Takeover Day is underway. We
look forward to welcoming schools to the RSA in
London at the end of November for Takeover Day
and hearing their social action project pitches.
Good luck to all teams. 

http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/new-chair-rsa-academies/
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/new-chair-rsa-academies/


 
Julian Astle 
Interim Chief Executive

Update on Commitments 
 
During June and July, the RSA Academies' team visited all schools to discuss how
embedding the Commitments was going, to get feedback on and update the
documents and their supporting resource packs. There are two Commitments, one
on Arts and Culture and one on the World Beyond School. 
 
Read how schools are making progress in these Commitments.  
Download the Commitments and see how you can play a role. 
Find out who the leads are for the Commitments in your school.

http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/commitments-review-2018/
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/commitments-review-2018/
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/commitments-review-2018/
mailto:georgina.chatfield@rsaacademies.org.uk?subject=Commitment%20leads&body=Hello%2C%20please%20can%20you%20tell%20me%20who%20the%20leads%20are%20for%20the%20Commitments%20in%20my%20school


Mental health
report to be
launched 
 
Listen live on 8 October at
6pm...over the last 12 months, we
have aimed to develop a ‘whole-
school’ approach to mental
wellbeing across the family of RSA
Academies.  Engaging with school
leaders and an expert advisory
board, targeted mental health
training has been delivered to every
adult in contact with children in the
schools, not just teaching staff. 
 
Join an expert panel at the RSA
as they assess the trial’s findings,
and share the latest insights and
perspectives on how best to support
young people’s mental wellbeing,
and to develop resilient and mentally
healthy ‘whole-school’ cultures. 
 
Speakers include Ross Trafford,
Holyhead Principal, Dr Mark Bush,
YoungMinds and Dr Polly Casey,
Researcher, UCL.

RSA Fellow Tania
Coke introduces
physical theatre 
 
You are on a train. You are
searching for someone. You fall
asleep. In your dream you are on a
train. You are searching for
someone… 
 
This was a show about feeling lost,
set in the maze-like train system of
Tokyo. The scenes unfolded like the
variations of a fugue, in sequences
of meticulously crafted movement.
With three bodies, three chairs, a
collage of English and Japanese
text, a lullaby, a fugue and some
train sounds, Tokyo Fugue conjured
up the dizzying experience of life in
a modern metropolis transforming
Whitley Academy and Holyhead
School. 
 
Read the student reporters'
account and students' feedback
to this special experience. 
 

https://www.thersa.org/events/2018/10/a-whole-school-approach-to-mental-health
https://www.thersa.org/events/2018/10/a-whole-school-approach-to-mental-health
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/tokyo-fugue-universal-language-body/


Mary Restieaux RDI
  
On Wednesday 19 September a
group of A-Level Art students from
Whitley Academy were welcomed to
the home and studio of Mary
Restieaux RDI for a textiles study
day. 
 
In a day exploring careers in textiles,
weaving techniques, learning a
specialist vocabulary, gaining an
appreciation for the use of colour
alongside life lessons and a practical
hands-on, dyeing workshop creating
their own original designs, it was not
a surprise that the students said this
was a fun, creative, educational,
therapeutic, inspiring day. 
 
Find out more about what the
students experienced... 

Artsfest 2018 
 
Our annual Family celebration of
arts took place in July at Whitley
Academy. 
 
Georgina wrote, there is something
truly wonderful about watching
children aged 7-15 dancing together,
acting out a story together, reading
out each others poetry, hacking
each others ‘drawbots’, creating
their own graphic score and then
playing it via the medium of weird
and wonderful sound-making
objects.  Now imagine that these
children go to different schools and
so for the most part don’t know each
other. Now imagine they have... 
 
Read on to find out what
happened next!

LATEST:
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Teenagency: how young people can create a better world

13 August 2018

A new RSA report finds that young people are giving more back to society than
adults might expect. However, we need to create more youth social action
opportunities that benefit young people as well as the communities they help. This is
especially true for those from the most disadvantaged backgrounds. 
 
Read the key findings  
By Laura Partridge, Julian Astle, Sam Grinsted and Fran Landreth Strong, RSA 

A perfect storm: how forces conspire to let down the nation's most

vulnerable children

17 September 2018

This month, the RSA embarks on a 12-month project investigating how children most
at risk of being suspended or expelled from school – the so-called Pinball Kids – can
be better supported to thrive in education.  
 
Read about the Pinball Kids and the forces at play 
By Laura Partridge, RSA 

Is Damian Hinds' 'last taboo' just a mirage?

31 August 2018

Education Secretary Damian Hinds' recent speech at the Resolution Foundation
introduced a new focus for the Department, something he called 'the last taboo' in
education policy: the home learning environment. The tone of his speech hinted that
government expects home learning to be something of a home front, with parents as
potential opponents, entrenched and resistant to change. The irony is that

https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/reports/teenagency-how-young-people-can-create-a-better-world
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https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2018/09/a-perfect-storm-how-forces-conspire-to-let-down-the-nations-most-vulnerable-children
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government-funded Children’s Centres have worked effectively with parents as allies
in improving home learning for years, but their existence and the services they have
provided is under threat.

Read more analysis 
By Mark Londesborough, RSA

What's coming up?
Here's a shout out for the exciting activities and events coming up lead by RSA
Academies and some of what's happening in RSA schools over the next term and
into 2019. 
 

 EVENTS, WORKSHOPS, PERFORMANCES, MEETINGS

 
JOIN THE RSA
FELLOWSHIP
The Fellowship is a global network of 29,000
people who support the RSA's mission of finding
innovative and creative solutions to social
challenges. Get involved!

https://www.thersa.org/discover/publications-and-articles/rsa-blogs/2018/08/taboo-or-mirage
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/rsa-content/uploads/2018/07/9.-Calendar-of-Events-newsletter-July.docx
http://www.rsaacademies.org.uk/rsa-content/uploads/2018/10/Calendar-of-events-Autumn-term-2018-19.docx
https://www.thersa.org/fellowship/join-the-fellowship
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