
   

Translation & Interpretation Workshop - CEAIG Energy Quest Workshop  

Dorset Coastal Study - Rutherford Appleton Laboratory Trip 

EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS!!!! 

A Level Photography - NEC Skills Show - Children in Need - Vocal Choir 
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Principal’s Welcome 

This issue of Arrow News uses our SMSC Symbols in the corners of pages to identify the range 

of opportunities for personal development at Arrow Vale. 

Social – PINK      Moral – BLUE      Spiritual – PURPLE      Cultural - ORANGE 

CEIAG - Careers Education Information, Advice & Guidance 

Welcome to our Winter 2018               

Edition of Arrow News. 

You will see that this term, like all 

terms here at Arrow Vale, has been 

incredibly busy with students, staff 

and our community taking part in a 

vast array of educational and                

co-educational visits and trips.  All 

the activities detailed over the next 

40 or so pages show our                       

commitment to enriching our            

students’ lives with opportunities to 

develop their Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural education and promote their well being. 

I would like to again thank parents and carers for their on going support with attendance.  

Our attendance is again significantly up for the second year in a row.  We know that         

students with 96% attendance or better will achieve at least 1 grade more per GCSE 

subject than those with attendance lower than 96%. 

We were also very pleased to welcome Ofsted into our school on the 4th and 5th of          

December.  Five inspectors took a really good look at the school and commented                   

specifically on how well our young people behaved and conducted themselves around 

our school.  While at the time of printing we are not allowed to release the findings of the        

inspectors, we are very excited to share the outcome of the inspection with you as soon 

as we are allowed! 

I wish all of you a fantastic Christmas and a very Happy New Year and look forward to 

another excellent year for Arrow Vale in 2019. 

Ian Mellor  

Principal 

So Sp 

C
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I
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Principal’s Tie Award                         
Summer Term 2018 Winners 
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 Look out for the winners of the winter term’s Tie Awards in the next issue of Arrow News.  

So Sp 
 

M C 

Weronika Boulanda (Year 9) 

Michael Elvins (Year 9) 

Cameron Barr (Year 10) 

Chloe Beaumont. (Year 10) 

Jack Higgins (Year 12) 

Libby Laishley (Year 12) 

 

Are you a parent and would like to 

get more involved with the                  

Academy? 

How about playing an active part in 

the Local Academy Governing 

Board’s Work? 

We have a provision for 1 parent Governor on the Local Academy Governing 

Board.  No special qualifications are needed but previous governor or school  

experience is always welcome, along with a commitment to improving education 

for all students.   Any skills in business or local community links would be great 

too!  Training will be available to all governors as well as a comprehensive       

induction. 

For further information or enquires please email                                                               

office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk                                                                                          

In the subject line please put ‘FAO Mrs J.  Mathews  -  Parent Governor Enquiry’  
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National Teaching School  
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Arrow Vale Teachers Leading on                               
Educational Research 

 

A number of our staff have been participating in the Action Research and 
Design Thinking course developing through the RSA Academies         
Teaching School Alliance. 

 

This requires the teachers to lead on educational research through their 
classroom by evaluating the impact of different teaching strategies. 

 

Mr Hunt and Ms Dallow were part of a group across the Midlands that 
presented their findings in Birmingham in October, while Mr Barratt, Ms 
Williams, Ms Harrison, Ms Sherwood, Ms Stockwell are all part of the          
research group that has started the project for 2018/19. 

Mr M Healy 

Realise Potential    Achieve Excellence   Broaden Opportunity 
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Worcestershire Apprenticeships 
Awards 2018 

So Sp 
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On Thursday 15th November, the Worcestershire Apprenticeships 

Awards 2018 took place.  RSA Academy Arrow Vale had been 

nominated for the category “School of the Year” which was              

supported by the Careers and Enterprise Company.  The ‘School 

of the Year’  was awarded to the school that goes the extra mile to 

inspire their students to consider apprenticeships as a positive  

alterative to other education routes.  

Arrow Vale has worked with Worcestershire Apprenticeships, 

MGTS (Midland Group Training Services), Get My First Job, local 

businesses and with ASK Apprenticeship Support & Knowledge 

for Schools (ASK) Project which is a project funded by the              

National Apprenticeship Services, part of the Department for         

Education.  Arrow Vale has had representatives in to run            

workshops about applying for apprenticeships from gmfj.com (Get 

My First Job).  We have also had a number of people in to give 

assemblies and run in-house talks about a variety of careers and 

entry routes.  We regularly signpost young people and their                

parents to apprentice providers, and support their applications.  

Unfortunately, we didn’t win, but it was an honour to be nominated and show how all our hard work is 

appreciated in helping our young people in their next stage in life.   As an example of this an ex-student 

from Arrow Vale, Jamie Andrews, had been                 

nominated  and won in the category of ‘Higher Level 

Apprentice of the Year’ which was sponsored by the 

University of Worcester.  

Jamie Andrews works for AVL UK Ltd.  He works 

alongside the IT Helpdesk Supervisor at AVL,                

primarily providing first line support to around 200 

users.  Jamie is responsible for the commissioning 

of new IT equipment and also ensures IT equipment 

stock is replenished as necessary by raising                  

purchase orders.  Jamie is also responsible for             

suggesting new technologies that can be potentially 

used to benefit the business.  Jamie has taken part 

in an Apprenticeship Ambassador Scheme to                  

promote Apprenticeships to young people in 

Worcestershire and he has also attended events 

such as the Apprentices in Business network.   

Jamie is now participating in his Level 5 Degree                           

Apprenticeship in order to obtain a BSc (Hons)              

qualification.  



On Thursday 6
th
 December local author Carla Kovach came to do a presentation with 

our wonderfully creative students.   

Carla is a crime and horror author who grew up and lives in Redditch and actually   
attended Arrow Vale back in the 1990s.  She loved her English Lessons and               
remembers writing stories at home and how her teacher would read them out.  She is 
now a best-selling author of The Next Girl and Her Final Hour (the first two books in 
the DI Gina Harte Series published by Bookouture).  Carla has also written Whispers 
Beneath the Pines, To Let, Flame and Meet Me at Marmaris Castle. When Carla is not 
writing she also co-runs a video production company, writes stage plays and screen-

plays, and she currently has a horror feature film in production which is due for release in 2019.  

Carla gave an extremely insightful presentation into her career as a successful author and provided us 
with lots of interesting information as to how she got to be where she is.  The students were thoroughly 
engaged and had no issues with asking lots of intriguing and stimulating questions, like what inspired 
her, and how she found the motivation to sit and write a book? Carla told us that she makes her writing 
engaging and super descriptive and gave us advice for pursuing a career in writing fiction.  

It was wonderful to see so many students immersed in the 
ideas around writing and developing their own creativity.  

Miss S Noble and Miss S Gretton 
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You Better Drop and Gives Us Twenty! 
Local Author Visits AV 

So Sp 
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Four of our students who are keen to join the armed forces took part in a Military day organised by the 

local Police and Ministry of Defence.  It gave them a taste of what it’s like to spend a day at boot camp 

but, of course, it was a lot of fun!  They took part in a number of activities to test them, but not before  

getting kitted up and ready for action.  This high energy and very physical day tested their minds and 

kept them moving.  The youngsters took part in a round robin of activities:  First Aid; Weapon Stripping 

Lesson; Team Tasks; Shooting Range and PT.  The day ended with a weapon stripping competition.   

We are grateful to the Police and Ministry of Defence for giving us this amazing opportunity. 
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Friday 16
th
 November 2018 once 

again saw RSA Academy Arrow 

Vale support ‘Children in Need’ 

with a variety of fundraising 

events. These events ranged 

from cake sales for the entire 

school to fancy dress               

competitions for our 6th Formers.  

In order to make our giant Pudsey 

made of pennies, we had to start 

collecting pennies at the start of 

the week. Donations from           

students came in various forms, 

such as loose change in their 

pockets or a sandwich bag filled 

with pennies that were hiding 

away at home. All donations of 

pennies were greatly appreciated 

as it helped create our giant Pudsey.  

In preparation for our cake sale, a section of our Student Leadership Team stayed behind after 

school on the Thursday evening to make a range of different tray bakes, which included a Victoria 

sponge, Pudsey themed cupcakes, smarties flavoured cookies and much more.  

On the day of Children in Need, we began with the deputy of the Charity Committee, Jessica               

Onions, and I welcoming the students to school at the front entrance. We stood at the doors, in our 

fancy dress costumes, collecting non-school uniform £1 donations as well as any other pennies            

students decided to add into the bucket. By the time school had begun, our buckets were already too 

heavy to carry by ourselves around school and back to Sixth Form.  

At break time we were able to sell the cakes and other tray bakes that the Student Leaders made 

the evening before. The cake sale was very popular and had a large rush of customers near enough 

throughout the entire break, and needed five Sixth Formers to help sell and serve students. Sales 

were on a continuous loop which resulted in an almost sell out by the end of break and all money 

raised during this time was added to the Children in Need money bucket. The large sales at break 

meant that we did not have enough cakes to sell at Lunch!  

 

 

£667.26 
Raised! 



During periods five and six, myself, Jessica Onions, Riley Gibbons, Braden    

Gibbons and Brandon Elms spent our free lessons creating our ‘Pennies for   

Pudsey’ project. This highly successful fundraising scheme managed to  

create a giant Pudsey head, which was made out of the pennies we had 

collected throughout the week. The five of us hand placed every penny we 

had collected in the OC, to make Pudsey’s head. Once completed, all       

students and teachers were able to come see the Pudsey made of pennies; 

this even included the students that just had come back from a school trip 

during lesson six.  

Overall, the entire Children in Need experience of 2018 

was a complete success. As a school we were able to 

raise a large amount of money, which all went directly to 

Children in Need. I would personally like to thank all staff 

and students that helped support and prepare for the 

event, as well as the participants and everyone that            

donated during the week and day.  

Sophie Marshall (Year 13)                                                        
Charity  Committee Leader  
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Year 9 News 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Attendance 

The Year 9 pupils have had a wonderful start to life at Arrow Vale.    

Attendance and behaviour had been very good.  We have had            

several rewards, including Mr Hunts form 9D2 going on a bowling 

award with their attendance being a wonderful. 

We have also had cinema experiences and Live Music events             
rewarding good attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning. 

Josh Archer  = 225 points 

Ben Wilkes = 220 points 

Jack Bell = 220 points 

Rebekah Bishop = 205 points 

David Gurda = 205 points 

Abigail Phillips = 205 points 

Lucy Greetham = 195 points 

Sufyaan Hassan = 195 points 

Chloe Powers = 195 points 

Alesha Bailey = 190 pints 

Top Ten RSA awards: 

Year 9 Sporting Success: 

County Trampolining            

Competition:  Emily Croft (4th), 

Brooke McDonough (5th)  

District Cross Country:                    

Bobbie Lea Birch (4th) and                       

Lucy Young (Won the Year 9 

Event) 

All students have now qualified to go to the County 

Cross Country to represent Redditch in February 

REWARDS 
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Hogarths Hotel Visit 
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As part of our CEIAG programme we visited Hogarths Hotel in Solihull to learn more about the jobs 

available in the hospitality industry.  We could only think of the front of house jobs such as waiting staff, 

hotel receptionist, chambermaid, bar staff and chef but we were surprised that there was a whole team 

behind the scenes such as HR, payroll, marketing, advertising, reservations, events manager, ground 

staff and maintenance… the list was exhausting.  You just don’t imagine all that is going on when you 

holiday in a hotel.  

We were given a guided tour of the hotel both inside and out.  The restaurant had been newly               

refurbished and the rooms were pristine.  We even stepped foot on an island.  Fancy a hotel having its 

own island.  We had to do a bit of maths to work out profits based on room prices.  Robert, the                 

manager, told us how we could get into the hospitality industry and it was great to hear that we could 

do an apprenticeship or even a Saturday job to get our foot in the door.  We were surprised that he had 

young people doing plumbing and electrical apprenticeships there.  We even went into the kitchens.  

We saw different coloured chopping boards like the ones we use in catering lessons.   The best part 

was the tower of donuts waiting for us at the end of the visit. 

Here is what Demi B. thought of the visit… 

I really liked the tour… I thought the ‘little hut’ was cute where people got married there and had                

birthday parties… the staff were very kind… It was quite hot in the kitchens and I am amazed how they 

work in there all day long making awesome food.  It was awesome especially how they do it for other 

people.  
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12/11/2018 RSA ARROW VALE ACADEMY 

Rentokil – Careers within the company  

WORCESTERSHIRE 

120 

On 12th November 2018, we had a visit by                   
representatives from Rentokil Initial, who did a 
presentation on the different types of careers         
available there.  The session was engaging and        
interactive with a mini-bug buffet so that the stu-
dents could sample some edible insects if they 
wished. The teachers were, of course, asked to lead 
by example!  We learnt about office based and field 
based jobs, about pathways such as graduate and 
apprenticeships and we were told that they have 
27000 employees in over 70 countries.   

So Sp 
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“I’M A STUDENT GET ME OUT OF HERE!! 



NEC World Skills Show 
So Sp 
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Students from years 9 to 11 attend the UK’s largest skills, apprenticeships 
and careers event at the NEC Birmingham in November. Our school years 
are coming to an end. Adult life and independence awaits us. It’s an exciting 
time, but also a time where some big decisions need to be made about the 
first steps we will take into the working world. 

Pursuing an apprenticeship or school leaver programme can be a valuable 
way to kick start our career. But how do we choose exactly which companies 
to apply to? And what’s the best way to apply to each of them? Do we feel our 
CV and interview skills are ready? 

We met employers face-to-face. Normally, as a school leaver, the first time 
we get to meet a prospective employer is if you are fortunate enough to             
secure a job interview with them, and that can feel like a rather one-sided and 
nerve-racking introduction, so the Skills Show was a great relaxed way to do 
it. We were able to talk to multiple employers in the course of a day. Having 
dozens of organisations in one place made for a very  efficient use of time in 
weighing up options. In addition, the environment was less intimidating than in 
an interview room. For many of us who are still deciding between a path direct 
to the workplace or further education the event at the NEC was a unique                 
opportunity for assessing which direction is right 
for us. 

The Skills Show was also a  perfect opportunity 
for us to discover current and upcoming job and          
apprenticeship vacancies with employers. There 
was the opportunity to hear about roles and 
schemes which aren’t yet even in the public             
domain, as well as those which are hot off the 
press. Companies were able to explain their 
training and apprenticeship programmes in            
detail, and we even got to meet some current           
apprentices and trainees to hear first hand what 
it’s like learning on the job with a particular firm. 

Moreover we got expert advice from companies. 
Aside from  meeting recruiting companies and             
apprenticeship providers, we also met careers         
experts and listened to talks offering practical              
advice or inspiration. There were interactive                   
workshops too and heaps of freebies.  

All in all it made real sense to spend an                
enjoyable day at the NEC World Skills Show. 
And for those who are as yet undecided about 
what the right path for them is beyond the age of 
16 or 18, it made even more sense to  attend it 
where both further education and a route into the 

workplace can be  
assessed side by 
side. 

Miss S Noble 
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Year 10 
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As the first school term is closing and you're all getting excited for Santa to arrive.......we still have lots 

to remember and celebrate from a fantastic start to Year 10! 

You've all settled in well to your new subject options and the majority of you have risen to the very high 

expectations of your GCSE subjects. 

Let's get on to the good stuff.....  Back at the beginning of term, we had a good turn out to the Tutor 

Evening which has resulted in some improvements in attendance and behaviour. It was lovely to see so 

many of your parents attending and engaging in the importance of your attendance, behaviour and               

academic achievements.  

Another excellent event was our Annual Open Evening where lots of you were involved in helping out in 

subject areas or even guiding parents and prospective students around the school. This is a daunting 

task, but you were exemplary and I hope that you all wish to do future events to help showcase out   

fantastic school and what we have to offer.  

You have been embarking on designing and creating your annual Christmas Hampers 

which were delivered to vulnerable citizens of the community. This was a fantastic   

opportunity for you as young people to socialise and engage with senior community 

members. You were all actively engaged, working together in teams and tutor groups 

to create some fantastic hampers - again, a huge well done!! 

This  term alone, we have had several rewards taking 

place. We've had 2 cinema rewards and also 2 band 

rewards. These have been put in place to celebrate a 

range of things form 100% attendance, excellent        

behaviour and also most improved behaviour and   

attendance. There are many more rewards to come in 

the New Year, so remember, you have to be in it to 

be win it!!!!  

I have just a few special mentions for a few individuals in the Year group; 

Aaron Davies completed bronze Duke of Edinburgh award; Sophie Sutor won 1st place in a Street 

Dance competition and Elle Pardy Thai Boxing Girls World Champion (13-15yrs old). 

I would also like to wish Ellie the BEST of luck as she travels to Lithuania on the 30th January to              

represent Great Britain at the UK Muay Thai Federation IFMA tournament. What an amazing                              

opportunity!!! Maybe she will represent Great Britain in the Olympics one day!!!!     

What a FANTASTIC term it has been. I'm sure there will be lots of you on Santa's good list!! Those of 

you that haven't risen quite enough to the expectations of Year 10 and may have got a few things wrong 

along the way, please remember, that you don't want to be on Santa's naughty list! If he does bring you 

some nice things on Christmas day, please remember to come back focussed in the New Year to                

ensure that you're definitely on the Good list next Christmas! 

Have a lovely Christmas break and a Happy New Year.  Please stay safe, be kind and look after your 

friends, family and the community.  

Miss C Rawson  
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Tomorrow’s Engineers Energy 
Quest Workshop 
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Jared, a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathmatical) expert, and Rob came into school in 

September to deliver a “Tomorrow’s Engineers Energy Quest Workshop”.  This is a free schools           

programme that encourages young people to find out all about sustainable energy and learn about  

associated engineering careers.   

Year 10 Technology students took part in the STEM workshop which was packed with hands-on         

activities, careers information and stories from Rob, who is an engineer and has worked for              

Formula 1. 

The students received their own workbook to capture learning as they explored concepts such as            

energy generation, sustainability and technologies.  The students all thought the best bit was building, 

from scratch, their own moving vehicles and a competition was held to see whose vehicle went the          

furthest.                                                                                                    Ms S Noble 

“We made electric cars and tested them.  We also learnt about the qualification that we would need 

and what paths we could take in engineering”.  Alex Morris. (Year 10) 

“I found the leader of the group inspiring and motivational”. Jake Vanstone (Year 10) 

“I really enjoyed the tomorrow’s engineers event because it was fun and I found out what different           

engineering jobs are available”.  James Kesterton. (Year 10) 

“I found tomorrows engineers interesting, the activities were fun and it was fun to try and work out how 

to get the car moving”  Harmony Marriott. (Year 10) 
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Spring into the World of 
Work! 
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Today our Year 10 Engineering group along with a               
couple of Year 9s who are considering the Engineering                       
qualification next year, visited Micro Springs and                      
Presswork Limited on the Enfield Industrial Estate in                
Redditch.  

Keith Gardner, the MD, told us all about the products and 
customers. They make springs for Formula One, for oil 
rigs, for satellites and even for ejector seats. Then we 
had a guided tour of the factory floor. Some of us got to 
hand make springs – not as easy as it looks!  

We also “speed dated” a range of employees; rotating 
round 7 employees from finance to recruitment to                       
logistics and we got to ask them any questions we                   
wanted.  

We loved that the visit was interactive. It was also really 
relevant for our Engineering qualification, and for Science 
as he explained that silver didn’t produce sparks and so 
was used in presswork in bomb disposal equipment and 
gold plated springs go up in space. Our best questioners 
during the “speed dating” activity won cinema tickets. 
Keith and his colleagues always make the visit fun. 
Thank you. 

 

Ellie Makes GB 

Team! 

Ellie Pardy, a Year 10         

student has  received 

some fantastic news.   

Following her success 

at the UK Muaythai 

Federation British Open Event in             

February 2018, Ellie has been selected 

to become part of Team GB.  She will 

be attending the IFMA Baltic Muay 

Thai Open Competition, which is being 

held on 1st - 3rd February 2019 in         

Vilnius, Lithuania. 

Well done Ellie 

and Good Luck in 

the forthcoming 

event.  



Rutherford Appleton Laboratory 
—   the trip of a lifetime! 

So Sp 
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On 9th November, a group of Year 10 

students travelled to Oxfordshire, 

where one of many Science and            

Technology Facilities Council (STFC) 

labs is located.  The students                    

participated in several demonstrations 

based around the multitudes of work 

the laboratory is dedicated to, ranging 

from the study of polymers to the study 

of muons.   

On the day, students toured around  

different regions of the lab, and given 

the opportunity to participate in many 

experiments as well as interact with 

many talented scientists in order to 

have our questions answered, be it 

about chemical reactions or even the 

repercussions of firing a proton                

accelerator at a Mercury-filled sponge! 

The Rutherford Appleton Laboratory is 

a pioneering and world-leading centre 

of Scientific research and it is safe to 

say that all the students learnt many 

things and were thoroughly entertained.  

All the students especially enjoyed the 

ice cream made almost instantly using 

liquid nitrogen.  Several amongst the 

group commented that the visit to the 

centre had peaked a new interest in a 

science-based career thanks to the  

engaging and complex work performed 

in the laboratory. 

A big thank you to Mr Bayley and all 

those involved in organising the trip, as 

it was incredibly educational and has 

definitely benefited the students                    

involved.  

Sophia Pearce (Year 10) 



Christmas at Arrow Vale 

During the month of December, the students in their 
Form Groups have been busily, creating some                    
fantastic food hampers for our local community.  This 
has become an annual tradition here at RSA Arrow 
Vale, with all the students getting on board with the 
project and being really creative. 

The brief was to plan, design and produce one or two hampers per Form Group, 
which  have been festively decorated and then filled with appropriate items for an elderly 
recipient.   

Age Concern hosted two parties in the area, one at Christ the King Church in                       
Matchborough and the other at Studley Road Social Club on Thursday 13th   December.  
A group of our students went along  with the hampers to distributed them to the elderly at 
their annual Christmas lunch parties.  The hampers were very much appreciated.   Thank 

you to all students who got involved and contributed towards the hampers. 

Staff were also asked to get involved and produce some festively decorated 
food hampers in their departments and to kindly donate a small Christmas 
gift appropriate for our students.  To make it fair who received a hamper or 
a gift names were pulled out of a hat.  To deliver the presents, we had a 
visit from the big man himself, Santa, and his merry helpers (aka Mr Rash 
and the Student Support Team – Ho! Ho! Ho!).   

Congratulations and Merry Christmas to 
all those who received a hamper or gift.  

So Sp 
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Year 11 News 
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As I am writing this article, our year 11 students are coming to the 
end of their Pre GCSE examinations. Mr Hall and I have been 
deeply impressed with the way in which students have conducted 
themselves; showing a great deal of focus and maturity which has 
left us both bursting with pride. The lead up to the first full round of 
Pre GCSE examinations is tough and can be a worrying time for 
some of our young people. However, we have been thrilled with 
how seriously they have taken this experience. We continue to be 
proud of our students’ continued resilience, determination and        
dedication to their studies during what could be a difficult time. To 
our Year 11 students, I say this: “remember that although this can 
be a time of immense pressure, you can only ever do your best – no one can ask anymore of you than 
that. Keep doing the best you can and we as a school support system will be there as a helping hand 
along the way”. 

It has also been a successful year for our performing arts students within 
the year group. I watched a fantastic set of Drama performances in the 
Theatre which were all so compelling and moved me to tears!                   
Congratulations to all of you. 

A large number of our students have been rewarded for 
their super attendance and behaviour with live band            
performances, breakfast rewards and cinema experiences 
in the theatre. Thank you for all of your continued hard work 

around attendance, especially during these dark and dreary months. 

May I also take this opportunity to thank all of our parents and carers for 
your continued support, noticeably in our Year 11 Form Tutor Evening. It was wonderful to meet you and 
hear your conversations with our dedicated form tutors. 

It leaves me only to wish you all a safe and very Merry Christmas and New Year.  

Miss McCullough Year 11 Team Leader & Mr Hall Head of Year 11. 

Macmillan coffee morning 2018 

The ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ is Macmillan’s biggest fundraising event and people all over the 
UK host their own Coffee Mornings, with donations on the day being made to Macmillan. This year the 
school’s charity committee helped to organise the school’s annual Macmillan coffee morning, which is 
aimed at raising awareness and money in order to help those who have been diagnosed with cancer, as 
well as those close to them. Here at RSA Academy Arrow Vale we believe that this is such an important 
cause, which is close to many people’s hearts within our community. The charity committee did an 
amazing job with students staying behind after school to help bake cakes that could be sold at the coffee 
morning. Students and staff also donated cakes and money towards this amazing cause, with this year’s 
total coming in at £106.56. This has contributed to Macmillan’s run-
ning total for this year so far, of £21,672,817, which is absolutely 
fantastic and will continue to help and support anyone who has 
been affected by cancer. Well done RSA Academy Arrow Vale and 
well done to the charity committee for all your hard work. Thank you 
to everyone who donated or who bought cakes to support such a 
fantastic cause! 

Miss A Dallow 
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Bonus Project -                       
For the students who want to 

reach the top Grades! 

Year 11 students have been given the opportunity to push their 

marks higher through an additional ‘Going for Gold’ homework 

project in photography.  It was optional for all students, but            

recommended in particular for our HPA (High Prior Attainers)  

students.  It was great to see so many of them choose to do the 

extra work, learn some new techniques and in turn demonstrate 

a higher level of skill to the examiner in their coursework.  Light 

painting is a really clever technique where you draw with a torch 

or other light source whilst taking a photo on a long exposure, 

and students have really enjoyed experimenting and learning 

through trial and error. 

We also opened up the project to Year 10s before Christmas 

which allowed them to have a little longer on the project.  All 

were keen to have a go, which said a lot about their work ethic in             

Photography.  Keep it up!. 

If you want to find out more about the project and what should 

be included, all the details are here:                                                         

https://photographywithmisswilson.weebly.com/gcse-gold-

project.html   

https://photographywithmisswilson.weebly.com/gcse-gold-project.html
https://photographywithmisswilson.weebly.com/gcse-gold-project.html


Photography Field Trip 
So Sp 

 

M C 
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Making use of the Academy’s National 

Trust membership, Year 11 GCSE             

Photography Studetns visited Packwood 

House in October.  They were able to go 

there for free and take photographs of 

the grounds and the property for their 

course work.   

Students have two projects to finish by Christmas which 

makes up 60% of their grade, the first is based on the Human 

Figure, the second on Architecture.  It was therefore a great 

opportunity for the students to get out on location to take  

photos for their portfolios. 

One student said “I really enjoyed the trip, and it was really 

beneficial to my project to be able to go somewhere so  

amazing to take photos.” 

We also had excellent feedback from the staff at Packwood 

House, with comments about how smart the students looked 

and how polite they were, which is always lovely to hear.   

Keep working hard Year 11, and you will do brilliantly in your 

GCSEs. 

Mrs L Crawford 



Raising Aspirations Assembly 

Translation & Interpretation    
Workshop 

So Sp 
 

M C 
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In September a selection of students began our raising aspirations 

programme of opportunities for the year by attending their first               

assembly delivered by India Collins-Davies from Oriel Collect, the 

University of Oxford. 

The students, from Years 11, 12 and 13 received information about 

both Oxford and Cambridge including what makes them different from 

other universities such as their collegiate system, tutorials and rich, 

prestigious history that sets them apart as some of the most highly 

valued universities in the world. 

The assembly both inspired students to think more broadly about the 

opportunities available to them and set them into action searching 

courses that might be of interest.  This begins a substantial program 

of information assemblies, careers days, open day trip and residential 

visits that are planned this year through the links between universities 

and CEIAG contacts that Arrow Vale has developed. 

India was clearly inspirational in her delivery as seen by the hordes of 

students who stayed behind for a question and answer session that 

lasted around 20 minutes after the assembly had finished.  Hopefully 

we will see the other events in the pipeline be as successful in             

challenging our students to make the very best of themselves! 

Mr T Preston 

On Wednesday 14th               

November, 11 of Arrow Vale’s 

HPA MFL students visited           

Aston University to participate 

in a Translation and                         

Interpretation workshop. 

These students experienced 

first-hand of what life as a 

translation/interpretation              

university student was like and 

attend unversity seminars to 

try out some interpreting.  

They also had a number of 

talks from interpreters and 

translators that have taken 

various career paths into                

gaming, GCHQ and freelance 

services.  

Miss S Williams 

(Photo above: Louise W., Luke R., Julia D., Anna W., Daniel L., 

Shanna L., Alin S., Hollie C., Miriam A., and Anastasia H.) 
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Two of our Year 11 students, Roy C. and Harry H, had the      

fantastic  opportunity to do some work experience with the          

Forestry Commission in October.                                                                

Here is a daily log what they did … 

Diary Entry for Day 1: We were  keen to take part in all of 

the  activities.  We started off learning how to make and start a 

fire, within safe limits.  Birch, a Forestry Commission helper put 

a kettle on the fire to make hot  chocolate and roasted some 

marshmallows.  Afterwards we had a go at building a shelter out 

of logs, string and tarpaulin.    We  worked great together to 

achieve a good shelter but became frustrated when it collapsed.  

Birch was there to discuss where we thought we had gone 

wrong.  Also we went to the Natural England site and learnt 

about all the big equipment they use and its purpose.  We were 

given an opportunity to sit on the tractor, hunt for grass snakes.  

We really enjoyed the day.  

Diary Entry for Day 2: What a lovely day for some tree   

clearance in the forest.   So everyone got stuck into the        

clearance of Oak and Ash trees in the forest.  When we arrived 

at the site, we had a talk from Alice James, Senior Reserve Manager, about the activity.  Then Tom the 

Reserve Manager, went through all the Health and Safety of the equipment and the correct usage.  A 

fire had already been prepared for all the wood that was going to be cut down and burnt.  

We all really mucked in, with one of us having the bow saw and the other the loppers.  We decided to 

have a go at cutting down one of the biggest trees in the vicinity, which took a bit of work, but we 

worked well together.  

Alice said how impressed she 

was with the manners and       

respect from us and said the day 

had gone better than expected 

as she had never done work    

experience with schools before.  

She told us about her journey 

into her current job role and her 

experience of education.  She 

said “sometimes you need to just 

knuckle down to get your 

grades.  It will only be for a short 

time”.  She also  asked us about 

our aspiration for the  future.  

Natural England were brilliant 

hosts and a lot of fun.  
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Diary Entry for Day 3: It was another lovely day to be outdoors 

again.  The day started with Megan and Birch, Recreation Rangers, 

taking us through their ‘Recreation Checks’ at the Wyre Forest Site.  

Megan has to check for wobbly signs, falling or dead overhanging 

branches, checks that benches and playground equipment are safe.  

She showed us the chart she completes and gives, each job a level 

from 1—5 (1 being the most urgent).  We then went with Megan on 

her rounds and made her aware of any issues we had found.  

We also had to deconstruct any shelters around the site that would 

attract any health and safety issues to members of public.  The next 

job was to checked ‘Culverts’ (drainage ditches) which we found that 

two need attention; so with forks and spades we dug the tunnel free 

from soil— and just in time for the downpour that was due later on that 

week. 

Birch came across an overhanging branch about 20 foot up a tree.  He 

got  an extended saw and some safety equipment and demonstrated 

how the branch should be dealt with.  We looked on, in admiring     

envy.  

After lunch we were shown the ‘Death Shed’ and ‘Deer Museum’.  

This is where taxidermy is showcased, with many varieties of birds, 

badgers, owls, foxes and deer.   No animals were harmed during the 

writing of this blog -  all the animals had died from natural causes.  

At the end of the three day work experience We were given                      

information packs about careers in the Forestry Commission, a leaflet 

about different trees and a certificate for completing the course from 

Mandy, a ranger.   

Thank to all the Forestry Commission staff for a fantastic experience.  



On 19th October , Year 11 and 12    

students were invited to attend an       

interactive workshop with Daniel and 

Libby from Penguin Random House 

Publishers. The workshop began with 

an introduction about Daniel and Libby and their 

roles within the publishing domain.  The students 

were told that Daniel works within the editorial    

section based upon the Science, Philosophical and 

Historical contents whilst Libby works within               

Children’s literature.  Libby also announced that as 

a children’s book publisher she also gets to write 

stories too! 

After the introduction, students were presented 

with five departments within publishing:                 

E-marketing;  Editorial; Design; Sales and               

Publicity.   The students were then given separate 

tasks to help understand these roles and to 

demonstrate how the different  departments      

collaborate in order to publish books.  The              

students approached these tasks with full force, 

determination and enthusiasm and showcased 

some excellent skills within collaborative and         

creative learning.  Once the time was up all groups 

presented their task outcomes 

and explained their processes 

and why; clarifying their choices 

and justifying them.  After some       

fantastic presentations, Daniel 

and Libby decided to reward two 

groups who they thought displayed really                

innovative ideas and these were given copies of 

‘Around The Work in Cut-Outs’ by Paperboyo. 

When evaluating the workshop the students were 

extremely positive and explained that they ‘found 

the session really insightful, I never knew that 

there were so many departments within                       

publishing.’  Some students even took this oppor-

tunity to speak one-on-one with our visitors to          

discuss some of their own creative stories and          

poetry!  We would like to thank them for sharing 

their time, knowledge and support with us.  

Miss S Gretton 
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New Kings Order, a ‘boy-band’ that appeared on X 

Factor, performed on Wednesday 14
th
 November 

2018 to all students who achieved 100%                        

attendance for the first term. The performance            

included covers of 5SOS, Little Mix and they also 

performed their original song Basement Party! It is 

definitely something the school will remember! 

During a question and answer session New Kings 

Order were asked a variety of questions. These 

included: 

Q: What would you recommend for pupils if 

they want to get into the music industry? 

A: Get your work out there. From a simple 

YouTube video of you singing or playing an             

instrument, it can go viral and you can become 

recognised by all sorts of musical industries.           

However, remember the journey is different for 

everyone, but do not give up. 

Q: How did you behave in school? 

A: In school, some us behaved and some of us did 

not. We do recommend that you do try your best in 

school though as it will help you significantly in the 

future. It will give you a head start to any career 

you want to do! 

You can now check out New Kings Order and their 

music on YouTube and Spotify. We can’t wait to 

see where their career takes them next! 

 

Natalia Lejzak (Year 12)                                      
(Performing Arts Journalist) 



RSA Takeover Day 2018 :                     
“Tranquillity Garden’ 

So Sp 
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The mission of the RSA (Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, 

Manufactures and Commerce) is to enrich society through ideas and           

action. They believe that ‘all human beings have creative capacities that, 

when understood and supported, can be mobilised to deliver a 21st                   

century enlightenment’.  Every year the RSA invite students from across 

the RSA academies, to come to the RSA building in central London, in 

order to ‘take over’ the building for a day. This year’s RSA Takeover Day 

was another great success, with students from different schools across 

the RSA Academies, turning up to take part. This year it was the turn of 

the community committee at RSA Academy Arrow Vale. They wanted to 

pitch their idea for a ‘tranquillity garden’ to the RSA dragons, in order to 

try to win the top prize of £250, to help their cause. Libby Laishley, head 

of the community committee lead the team, also consisting of Luke 

Sealey, Miriam Adam, Michal Okonski, Deborah A., Abigail Phillips and 

Laurie Ratcliffe.  

 

The students started the day with a tour of the listed, Georgian RSA                    

building with its high ceilings, bright rooms and atmospheric exposed 

brick vaults. The history of the RSA was written all over the walls in           

animations designed by members of the RSA, so students could learn 

about the creative academy to which they belong. Students then had a 

chance to take part in workshops, getting to take part in exciting research 

into new ideas that are being trialled by the RSA. One workshop in        

particular really captured the imaginations of the students, so much so, 

that they are looking to see whether they can bring the project back to 

school and be part of this innovative trial for a brand new idea, being 

championed by the RSA. Students then had to present their idea for a 

tranquillity garden, in front of the RSA dragons, as well as the other              

students and fellows of the RSA. The students did an excellent job of   

presenting to the audience and managed to portray their idea clearly and 

show passion for what they are trying to achieve. Their idea is aimed at 

helping students who may be suffering from mental health issues or 

stress within school. This area is hugely important to all of us and the idea 

of having a safe space, to allow students to escape and reflect, in a         

tranquil area all year round, would be hugely beneficial to the school      

community. Unfortunately, this year we did not win the top prize, which 

went to Church Hill Middle School, RSA Academy for their ‘Grandmates’ 

idea. Congratulations Church Hill! However, that did not take away from 

the success of the day and I would like to say a massive congratulations 

to the community committee, we are all very proud of you here at RSA 

Academy Arrow Vale.  

Miss A Dallow 
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New Possibilities for the A Level 
Photography Course 
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This year we have an exicting opportunity with the A-Level photography course, as it is the first year 

where students joining the course have already completed a GCSE in the subject.  This means that 

rather than starting with the basics like usual, I have been able to start the year by teaching students 

a range of more experimental, higher level skills which will no doubt help them to push towards the 

high grades!  Given the fact that we normally get C and B grades with students who haven't studied 

the subject before, I have high expectations for this group!  Here’s a little taster of the exciting work 

they have produced so far this term… 

Mrs L Crawford 

Scanography 
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Coastal Study of Dorset 
Coast 
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Four intrepid A Level geographers led by their equally brave, but short geography teacher, braced the 

strong winds of the Dorset coast to undertake an integral coastal study. 

 

The adventurers set off on Friday 12th October 2018, with their trusted driver Mr. Marples, and headed 

to their first location; Durdle Dor & Lulworth Cove. These landforms are royalty along the famous          

Jurassic coastline. Facing strong winds of 21mph, courtesy of storm Callum near Wales, they made 

their journey by foot! The adventurers stood and admired the majestic glory of Durdle Dor; a cliff arch 

that has stood in the English Channel for thousands of years. The adventurers headed off again to   

discover the wonders of Lulworth Cove. This coast is remarkable as it should not exist, a bay found in 

a concordant coastline, where the brute strength of the destructive waves have eroded the hard rock 

and punctured through into the soft rock to create a calm fishy smelling bay! 

 

Day 2 was the field investigation. There was much concern by the A Level students due to the               

unsettled weather and large destructive waves. The need to find out how sediment was affected up 

Chesil Beach, overrode their fears. Their short, but brave, Geography teacher, led the way and took up 

the first position closest to the breaking waves. The students conducted beach transects battling the 

strong winds to find the width of Chesil Beach. In order to find out if sediment has been affected by 

coastal  processes, sediment analysis and wave types were investigated. The A Level geographers 

conducted this investigation as a group and team work and communication excelled as they did this 

efficiently without disturbing those who had ventured into Chesil Beach. 

 

The A Level geographers were an excellent group who did really well and showed incredible resilience 

in some very unsettled weather conditions. 

 

We returned home to Redditch on Sunday 14th October, very tired but now knowledgeable about 

Coastal geography. 

 

A big thank you to Mr. Marples for driving us around this weekend. Another Thank you to the students; 

Tyrell M., Charlie A., Imogen H. and Kasey R., for making this field trip so enjoyable and for their hard 

work! 

 

Mrs. Mistry 
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Immersed within remembrance of loved ones, 100 years after, on this “peace day”  

We must ask ourselves …. ‘What encourages peace?’ 

The Conflict Resolution Programme was an alluring opportunity for students across RSA Academies to 

discuss and develop their understanding of WORLD RESOLUTION against every day and lingering          

crises.  These workshops were held in the UK for the first time by the ICRA (Independent Conflict                

Research and Analysis) – which included a 3 day course in Birmingham from 29
th
 – 31

st
 October 2018. 

The course was split into two motivating aspects:  

1. Learning what makes conflict rise and how facilitation, mediation, and negotiation leads to “peace”.  

2. A fascinating role play performed by participants to recreate a high scale negotiation between                 

Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, to settle a conflict over resources, a dispute which may take place in 

the UN assemblies! 

In my opinion, this programme was priceless because, every day I felt as if I was a part of the United 

Nations, deeply thinking about current issues, planning sanctions or solutions and being surrounded in a 

professional atmosphere where everyone’s opinions was valued. This was an exceptional opportunity 

for me to develop my communication, reflection and independence skills. One of the best aspects of this 

course was that we analysed many striking cases, for instance: Columbia and the Farc, Northern Ireland 

and the UK and the Cold War and its remains.  

Overall, the Conflict Resolution Programme gave me an insight into the life of a leading politician or        

humanitarian and their achievements and challenges. It offered the opportunity to participate, and I               

strongly encourage that you do so too. 

By Shaheer Safdar, Year 12 

WHAT DO THE FIGURES 
MEAN? 
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Not that a man knew what most did – but the fact 

that it was he,  

was enough to roll his eyes heavenward and fail to 

self-destruct. 

Cracks appear in a peripheral sight  

Although too high, airborne 

And engaged, because as a son of a nation             

condemned to go mad 

(Insanity), it was a duty 

To live and to die. Time was up.  

Capture the soil with cameras the size of your 

bombs, 

A soil that poisons and strangles her enemies and 

tears tear vessels of 

Steel, paper, blood. 

Not enough.  

Down and down, two and tumbles like a babe at 

the start –  

Power is bitter, subjective; you are like that, 

When bound sour in a basement somewhere in 

east. Weapon of war; 

Ceased to exist by whatever remaining conscious 

is left.  

Let me sleep 

We heard cry and yell and pound and all frustration  

But I suppose deaf to it and not a care, they kept  

Like milk – when turns bitter, let it go 

And free released into a curdled world, just 

The same.  

 

 

 

Epilogue 

The poem tells the story of Francis Gary 

Powers, a cold war reconnaissance pilot, 

who was shot down when he flew into     

Soviet airspace in 1960. Powers endured 

close  to two years of psychological torture 

within a Soviet prison after it was               

discovered he had acquired photographic 

evidence of Secret Russian military bases. 

In 1962, he was released back to the      

United States, in return for Soviet double 

agent  Rudolf Abel. His story later became 

one of the most famous of the cold war, and 

was later turned into a film, Bridge of Spies. 

Poem and image by Hannah L. (12A1) 



UKMT Challenge 
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Senior UKMT Individual Challenge 

On 6th November, 3 of our Sixth Form students took part in the Senior UKMT Maths Challenge.  This 

challenge is aimed at high achieving mathematicians, giving logical problems to solve using skills 

learned through various parts of the Maths curriculum and beyond!  All three students really enjoyed the 

challenge! 

Shaheer Safdar - Bronze Certificate; Paige Vaughan - Bronze Certificate; Courtney Salisbury  

Senior UKMT Team Challenge 

On 21st November, Mr Barratt accompanied 4 of our highest achieving Mathematicians to Solihull 6th 

Form College to compete in the Regional Heat of the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. 

These events are mostly attended by independent and grammar schools and involve a very high level of 

Mathematical challenge.  The competition is split into 3 rounds.  The group round has 10 questions, in 

which the team can work together to solve the problems.  This is followed by the CrossNumber Round, 

where the students work in pairs, one on the “Across” clues and one on the “down” clues, solving              

problems to fill in a grid of numbers!  The final, and perhaps most challenging round, is the Shuttle 

Round, in which the team once again works in pairs to solve 4 problems at a time, where one answer 

provides a part of the next question for the opposite pair.  

The Arrow Vale team thrived under pressure and were the highest placing non-independent or grammar 

school at the event.  A massive congratulations to our 4 participants pictured below : Shaheer Safdar 

(Y12), Paige Vaghan (Y12), Courtney Salisbury (Y13) and Ryan Chan (Y11).   Special mention to            

Shaheer, who organised sessions for the team to practice the rounds before going to the Challenge!  
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On 29th November a group of HPA Year 12s 

headed to Oriel College at Oxford University to 

have a taster of University Life.   

They had a talk about the uniqueness of the 

University and its application process as well as 

meeting current Oxford University students who 

also took them on a tour around the college. 

After lunch, the students participated in an           

Oxford style seminar where they had to discuss 

and debate a variety of philosophical questions.  

The day was rounded off with a short walking 

tour of Oxford, its other university colleges and 

its famous libraries. 

Miss S Williams 

(Pictured above: Shaheer S., Riley G., Elliot B., 

Tayla M., Chloe G., Aimee D., Leanne H.,  

Paige V., and Jess O.) 

We decided to create a chemistry themed                  

Christmas tree.  We did this by using various              

transition metals at multiple concentrations by 

making aqueous solutions.  We placed these in a 

variety of glassware to create an interesting           

visual.  Bungs and a safety screen was placed in 

front for safety precautions as some metals we 

used were obtained from the poison cupboard. 

Brandon Elmes and                                         
Braden Gibbons (Years 13) 
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On Wednesday 5th December the Senior Vocal Group performed 
at St Stephen’s Church in Redditch for the local Carol Service. 
The pupils performed two pieces to a sold out audience, which 
were “Look What I Found” (Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper), and 
“When Christmas Comes to Town” (Megan Moore and Matthew 
Hall). The pupils were professional at all times and were             
outstanding role models to the local middle and first schools. The 
choir sounded phenomenal with harmonies, energy, passion and 
a combined sound of a mature and ever developing group of  
voices. Special mentions go to Anna Garey (Year 10) for her solo, 
which she performed with a beautiful tone and breath-taking         
sensitivity and Jack Higgins (Year 13) who warmed up the choir, 
sat them in the church, spurred them on and gave them  final 
words of encouragement. This vocal group would not be what it is 
today without the passion, musicianship and comradery of all            
involved. These pupils are heavily talented and will continue to do 
great thinks long into the future.  
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Junior Vocal Group: 

This year a new vocal group called the Junior Vocal 

Group was started and is led by Jack Higgins (Year 

13).  This group focuses on improving the student’s  

vocal skills whilst having fun, being engaged, motivated and            

creative.  The group will work towards performances in showcases,            

concerts, the Arrow Vale Vocal Pyramid and other events               

throughout the year. 

Senior Vocal Group: 

The Senior Vocal Group focuses on practicing more complex and 

difficult music that divides into multiple parts.  This challenges the 

students but is something they live up to and work hard towards.  

The group meets every  Wednesday in PA1 and is 

open to all     students of a good vocal ability but is   

compulsory for all singers who study music at GCSE 

or A Level.  The group will work towards performances 

in showcases,   concerts, the Arrow Vale Vocal          

Pyramid and other events throughout the year. 

Practice Room: 

 The Department now has a practice room 

that can be booked throughout the week 

at break, lunch and after school (till 4pm) 

through the booking sheets attached to  

the door. 

 Priority is given to those studying GCSE 

and A Level  Music but is open to all. 

 Please sign up on the sheet on the door 

and attend your booked time slot               

promptly. 

 If you are caught using the practice room 

without booking or speaking to Mr Leach, 

then you will be put 

into detentions. 

 DO NOT eat in the 

practice room. 

 News  

Music Department       

Timetable (PA1) 

DAY LUNCHTIME 

MON 
Arts                   

Committee 

TUES 

A Level            

Practical   

Support 

WED 
Senior Vocal 

Group 

THURS 
Junior Vocal 

Group 

FRI 

GCSE              

Practical   

Support 

The Performing Arts Department has been a hustle 
and bustle of excitement this term with musical and 
drama projects, exams, rehearsals and                  
performances.  
 

Christmas is the busiest time for performers and the 
students have taken this in their stride, as always, 
combining their extra-curricular talents with their 
focused academic work. So far this year the                    
students have taken part in: Year 11 Drama exam; 
Year 13 Drama exam; St Stephen’s Carol Service; 
Arrow Vale Christmas Showcase; Vocal Pyramid 
preparations; Year 11 Music GCSE exam                       
preparations; and Year 13 Music A Level exam 
preparations.  
 

The Students always bring their enthusiasm and 
motivation to every rehearsal and project and they 
always deliver when they need to. The department 
now comprises of: Senior Vocal Group; Junior            
Vocal Group; Creative Arts Committee; Drama 
Club; exam preparations; Music Theory Classes 
and one-to-one singing tuition.  
 

From Arrow Vale’s Performing Arts Department, 
have a very merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Mr M Leach 

So Sp 
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Music News  

Student Progress: 

The students new to the school (Year 9 and 12) have made            

fantastic progress in Performing Arts already and show exciting  

potential for the future.  Special mentions must go to the following 

students for their enthusiasm, creativity, excellent work and                 

outstanding attitude to learning. 

 UPCOMING EVENT: 

Arrow Vale Vocal Pyramid 
Tuesday 2nd April 2019 
Redditch Palace Theatre 

Year 9 

Laren Bates 

Bobbi-lea Birch 

Rio Blockley 

Portia Buckingham 

Jessica Cokayne 

Brooke McDonough 

Lanie Meadows 

Abdullah Muhammad 

Hayley Ordidge 

 Grace Sherwood 

Blaine White 

Year 10 

Hannah Danks 

Anna Garey 

Katie Jordan 

Charlie Rastall 

Hollie Reeves 

Max Parkin 

Year 11 

Ben Allcock 

Brooke Breeze  

Anna Darby 

Maddyson Illes 

Jude Wilding 

Year 12: 

Chloe Elmes 

Pawel Kohls 

Hannah Lee 

Cerys Parker 

Max Poulton-
Rowberry 

Jenna Reid 

Darius Ryan 

Oliver Whitehouse 

Year 13: 

Josch Bedford 

Jade Bruckshaw 

Jenson Harpur 

Jack Higgins 

Libby Laishley 

Sophie Marshall 

Luke Sealy 
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Safeguarding at Arrow Vale 

During this term we have conducted assemblies on E-safety 

to highlight the issues and dangers around using the internet 

and social media. Anti-Bullying assemblies have taken place 

to tackle the issues around bullying and an assembly on 

Peer on Peer abuse has also taken place. There are further             

assemblies planned for the remainder of the year, which will 

cover many topics, which are local to school and nationwide 

topics.  

Staff have also received training on Peer on Peer abuse so 

that they are more equipped to support young people who 

may be victims of this sort of behaviour. This is an issue 

which is on the rise nationally. Staff have also completed two 

twilight training sessions on Mental Health. 

RSA Academy Arrow Vale has also 

agreed to support Operation                           

Encompass, which is a service you 

should all have received a letter about 

via your child.  

Operation Encompass is a process whereby the police 
and county council will inform a member of staff if a child or 
young person has experienced any domestic incident. This 
will be done prior to the start of the next school day.  Infor-
mation  sharing between professional agencies allows 
school staff to provide emotional and practical support to 
their students experiencing domestic abuse. 
 
As a school we continue to work closely with external                  
agencies to support the wellbeing of all our students and this 
time of year is particularly difficult for some, so on the right 
are a few numbers for families and students to contact if they 
need any support or help over the holidays.  

The Safeguarding Team would like to wish you all a happy 
and safe Christmas & New Year.  

Call the Samaritans free anytime 
on 116123  

 Police 101 for                          

non-emergency                      

reporting of a crime   

 Police 999 for                  

emergency reporting of a 
crime 
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Sudoku : Word CLOUDS 

Below are some films that all have some type of                  
weather extremes?  See if you can name them all!! 

BLIZZARD 

CLOUDS 

DRIZZLE 

DROUGHT 

FLOODING 

FOG 

FROST 

HAIL 

HURRICANE 

ICE 

LIGHTENING 

MIST 

RAIN 

RAINBOW 

SNOW 

STORM 

SUNSHINE 

THUNDER 

TORNADO 

WIND 

Search for all the words and then find the hidden question 

- - - -   - -   - - -   - - - - - - -    - - - -   - - - - -? 

Puzzle Pages : Just for Fun!!! 
So  

C
E
I
A
G
  C 

G E W H A M T I G S M T H S E 

W N G E A R T H N E R I N L I 

K A I O W O B N I A R O S E T 

O C D N F T D A D C W Y J T W 

C I E R E S S R O R L R B G F 

N R V N A I I N O A Y O W I L 

E R T O I H H Q L U X X U Y T 

W U H H Z Z Z G F N I E A D T 

T H Y L G S S I I J E Y W H S 

Q O E S N J J N L L C U U F T 

J I R O J O O W U B I N L R Q 

O W E N N E E R V S D F G O U 

W K T H A L L L D E X X X S F 

Z P E T X P P H R J F M K T R 

D N I W R O O X F C V V R E M 

C  L O   

S O U  D  

 C  U  L 

U   S  D 

L   D   

O U    S 



The Science          
Behind Weather 

Crossword  

Across 

1.  What common term refers to the amount of        

water vapour that is held in the air> 

4. Earth’s recent temperature rises which have been 

linked to human activity is known as global 

__________? 

7, A thermometer is a device used to measure 

what? 

11. What can be ribbon, rocket, streak or sheet? 

12. In the USA each year there are an average of 

798 what> 

15. Stratus, cirrus, cumulus and nimbus are types of 

what? 

16. Blizzards feature low temperatures, strong winds 

and heavy ______________? 

18. Trying to predict the weather is known as      

weather ____________? 

19. What are the narrow bands of strong winds 

called which move around the world between about 

six and twelve miles high> 

20. What is the name of a weather instrument used 

to measure atmospheric pressure? 

Down 

2. What is the name of a scientist who studies 

weather> 

3. Which slang term for a tornado is also the title of 

a 1996 film? 

5. The area of central USA that features many      

tornadoes is known as Tornado _________? 

6. Technically they are hydrometeors, but what is a 

more common name for them? 

8. An anemometer is used to measure what? 

9. What can be classed as columns or dendrites? 

10. In which country is the hottest place in the 

world? 

13. What do we call the refraction, reflection and 

dispersal of the suns rays caused by raindrops in 

the sky? 

14. On average it rains 4 days a week in what       

European Capital? 

17. What is the driest desert on Earth, the Sahara, 

The Kalahari or the Atacama? 

1  2    3                  

                        

        4 5               

                        

           6             

     7            8       

                   9     

    10       11             

    12  13  14                

                        

                        

                  15      

                        

           16             

          17              

       18                 

                        

                        

   19                     

                        

         20               
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A. Wizard of Oz 
(1939)  

B. Frozen (2013) 

C.  The Day         
After Tomorrow  

D. Flood (2007)  

E.  Twister 
(1996)  

F.  The Perfect 
Storm (2002) 

G: Geostorm 
(2017) 

H: Noah (2014) 

Answers to the 
Just for Fun             

Puzzles on page 
32 & 33... 

The Science Behind Weather                      

crossword : ACROSS  1) Humidity  4) 

Warming  7)Temperature 11)Lightening 

12)Tornados 15)Clouds 16)Snow 18)

Casting 19)Jet Stream 20)Barometer 

DOWN  2)Meteorologist   3)Twister   5)

Alley 6)Hailstones 8)Wind 9)Snowflakes 

10)Ethiopia 13)Rainbow 14)Amsterdam 

17)Atacama 

Wordsearch Hidden Message:  What is 

the Weather Like Today? 

Dates for the Diary 
Answers to Puzzle Pages 

Name the Weather Film? 

Tuesday 8th              

January 2019 

School Reopens 

for the Spring 

Term 

Thursday 17th 

January 2019 

Year 11 Parents 

Evening (1st) 

Thursday 7th  

February 2019 

Year 10 Parents 

Evening 

Wednesday 13th 

February 2019 

6th Form Options 

Evening 

Thursday 14th 

March 2019 

Year 11 Parents 

Evening (2nd) 

Thursday 28th 

March 2019 

Year 9 Options 

Evening 

Thursday 4th April 

2019 

6th Form Parents 

Evening 

Monday 15th  -  

26th April 2019 
Easter Holidays 

Monday 29th               

April 2019 

School Reopens 

for the Summer 

Term 

IMPORTANT DATES                       

FOR THE DIARY 

C D L O S U 

S O U L D C 

D C S U O L 

U L O S C D 

L S C D U 0 

O U D C L S 

SUDOKU : Word — Clouds 



Ian Mellor , Principal                                                                                                                                                        

Green Sward Lane Matchborough West            

Redditch  Worcestershire B98 0EN                                                                                          

Tel 01527 526800  :  Fax 01527 514255                                                  

E-mail office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk                                                    

For all the latest news and information visit 

www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk 

Or follow us on twitter @RSA_ArrowVale 


