
    
     

 
 
  

 

Director of Learning and Standards - English 
Department Information 

 
English Team 
The English team consists of 8 full time teachers. It is a strong team of teachers, the majority of 
which have been trained and developed at Arrow Vale. Two members of the team are TLR holders 
in English. One member of the team is part of the Senior Leadership Team, and one member of the 
team is a Year Team Leader for Year 11. 
As a National Teaching School, we lead on Initial Teacher training and have secured two extremely 
promising School Direct trainees for a September 2019 start. 
 
Courses Offered  
Arrow Vale has been a lead school for Key Stage 3 curriculum co-design across the Multi-Academy 
Trust. This work has been conducted with Teaching and Learning expert Alistair Smith. The English 
Key Stage 3 curriculum is built around the development of key skills and is consistent across the 
main feeder schools. 
 
At Key Stage 4 we offer GCSE English and English Literature through AQA. The department also 
currently offers GCSE Media but is looking at the possibility of offering Film Studies instead. We 
offer a Progress curriculum for a small number of students that includes Functional Skills at Level 1 
and 2. 
 
At A Level we offer English Literature through AQA. We currently have 9 students in Year 12 English 
Literature. We also offer A Level Media and have 8 students in Year 12 
 
Literacy 
The development of Literacy is an important part of the work of the team, and the school as a 
whole. All students follow the accelerated reading programme when they join in Year 9. There are 
established links with the Library and a coordinated approach to encouraging a reading culture and 
literacy development. 
 
Results 
The transition to linear exams in 2017 resulted in a dip in results at GCSE. A significant amount of 
work has gone in to improve literacy levels and exam performance over the past 2 years. As a result, 
the results for English improved significantly in 2018 with a contextual progress 8 score for English 
language of +0.3. A similar performance is predicted for 2019. 
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