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EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNTS!!!! 

Arrow Vale Celebrates After Ofsted Visit  
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Principal’s Welcome 

This issue of Arrow News uses our SMSC Symbols in the corners of pages to identify the range 

of opportunities for personal development at Arrow Vale. 

Social – PINK      Moral – BLUE      Spiritual – PURPLE      Cultural - ORANGE 

CEIAG - Careers Education Information, Advice & Guidance 

Welcome to the Spring Edition 

of Arrow News.  As usual it is 

packed full of articles about the 

fantastic curricular and              

extracurricular opportunities 

our students take part in each 

and every day.  

The talents of our students are amazing and there are plenty on view in this 

edition, along with the fantastic work of our staff who source and run these 

opportunities for the students to take part in.  

We all returned to school in January after a fantastic Christmas break to be 

greeted by the publication of our recent Ofsted report.  We are all extremely 

proud of the students and staff who have achieved a report they so richly      

deserve.  

I hope you all have a great Easter break and that Year 11 and 13 are able to 

use this time to get some important revision done.  

 

Ian Mellor  

Principal 

So Sp 

C
E
I
A
G
 M C 



Principal’s Tie Award                         
Autumn Term 2018 Winners 
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 Look out for the winners of the Spring term’s Tie Awards in the next issue of Arrow News.  

So Sp 
 

M C 

David Gurda (Year 9) 

Megan Corbett (Year 9) 

Luke Gration (Year 10) 

Ellie Pardy (Year 10)    

Matthew Stanley (Year 11) 

Lucy Court (Year 11)                   

Nathan Johnson (Year 12) 

Jess Onions (Year 12) 

Luke Sealy (Year 13) 

Sophie Marshall (Year 13) 

 

Are you a parent and would like to get 

more involved with the                  

Academy? 

How about playing an active part in 

the Local Academy Governing 

Board’s Work? 

We have a provision for 1 parent Governor on the Local Academy Governing Board.  

No special qualifications are needed but previous governor or school  experience is              

always welcome, along with a commitment to improving education for all students.   

Any skills in business or local community links would be great too!  Training will be 

available to all governors as well as a comprehensive induction. 

For further information or enquires please email                                                               

office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk                                                                                          

In the subject line please put ‘FAO Mrs J.  Mathews  -  Parent Governor Enquiry’ 
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National Teaching School  So  

C
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I
A
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Realise Potential    Achieve Excellence   Broaden Opportunity 
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Arrow Vale’s Very 
Own Ironman 

So Sp 
 

M C 

An Ironman triathlon is a race that consists of 2.4 mile (3.86km ) open 

water swim, followed by a 112-mile (180.25 km) bicycle ride and if that 

is not enough the athlete then has to run a full marathon – 26.2 miles 

(42.20 km), the event is raced in that order without any break – all in 

one day. It is for this reason that an Ironman Triathlon is widely       

considered as one of the most difficult one-day sporting events in the 

world. 

Most Ironman events have a limited time of 16 or 17 hours to        

complete the race, course dependent. The race typically starts at 

7:00 a.m. the mandatory swim cut off for the 2.4-mile (3.86 km) swim 

is 9:20 a.m. (2 hours 20 minutes), the mandatory bike cut off time is 

5:30 p.m. (8 hours 10 minutes), and the mandatory marathon cut off is 

midnight (6 hours 30 minutes). Any participant who manages to    

complete the triathlon within these time constraints is designated an 

Ironman. 

In September 2018 our very own Mr Brennan decided to attempt the 

challenge of becoming an Ironman. In doing this he was also raising 

money for Cancer Research. His target race was Ironman UK in     

Bolton on July 15 2018. Giving him roughly 11 months to get into 

shape and prepare for this mammoth challenge. His weekly training 

averaged 15 hours a week - working full time and being a dad of three 

active children meant a lot of his training time had to be done early in 

the morning – often with the alarm clock going off at 4:30am ready for 

a 5am start. Many hours in the pool, out on the road on his bike in all 

conditions and many long lonely runs.  

Demonstrating excellent commitment, resilience and determination 

after a long journey of training Mr Brennan took to the start line at   

Bolton on a warm July morning. After diving into Penny Flash Lake, 

getting his goggles kicked off by another competitor and generally 

having a slower than expected swim he finished that section of the 

race in 1 hour 31 minutes. Straight into transition and straight onto the 

bike. After being cheered on by his wife and kids on top of one of the 

biggest climbs, he had a very strong bike leg, finishing in 5 hours and 

56 minutes. He then quickly set off to complete his first ever marathon. 

Towards the end he was suffering from cramp, dehydration and too many blisters to count but he still 

managed to finish the run and cross the red carpet in a time of 4 hours 29 minutes to become Arrow 

Vales First ever Ironman.  His total finish time was, including transitions, a very impressive 12 hours 

and 16 minutes and he also managed to raise over £1000 for Cancer Research.  

After a short rest Mr Brennan has decided to do it all again this year and will be raising money again for 
Cancer Research. To help support this brilliant cause the school will be having a non-uniform day on 5

th
 

April 2019.  
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Social Justice Through      
Exceptional Schools 

So Sp 

 

M C 

The academic year to date has been a whirlwind, with many successes for the young people and staff at 

Arrow Vale, and indeed all of our schools. There is much to celebrate, as you will see from the array of 

contents in this edition of Arrow News. 

You will all know we had a visit from Ofsted to Arrow Vale in December, with a       

wonderful report. See some of the comments from the report are on the opposite page.  

Congratulations to the pupils, staff, parents and governors of such an exceptional 

school. 

We have also had recent visits from Ofsted to our three other Redditch based RSA Academies. Whilst 

clearly, we don’t run our schools to please Ofsted, the visits by Her Majesty’s Inspectors in each case 

tell us that all of our schools have continued to improve since they were last inspected. This gives our 

parents and communities insight  into the excellent work of each of our schools. The positive impact of 

Central RSA Academies Trust was highlighted by the lead inspector in each case as adding significant 

value to each school, including Arrow Vale, which shows us the benefit of working closely together to 

support each and every child. All of our schools have increased in pupil numbers, and therefore          

popularity, since joining the Trust. 

For Arrow Vale families, you will be most pleased I think, with an eye on the future, for 

those not yet in the Sixth Form, that Arrow Vale RSA Academy Sixth Form achieved 

‘outstanding’ in this area of provision for the first time, having been very ‘good’ in 2014 at 

the last inspection. This shows our continued drive for, and success in securing,                 

improvements in our schools. Arrow Vale is in fact the first ever high school in Redditch 

to achieve an ‘outstanding’ judgement twice!  Well done to all students, and to Mr Mellor 

and his team at the school, as well as of course, all of our families who support the 

school to achieve these great outcomes for the students.  

Our Trust has grown, as of New Year’s Day back at the start of this term, with 

the first primary school joining our Trust. We are very excited to welcome the 

pupils, staff and community of Sutton Park Primary RSA Academy in          

Kidderminster into our family. The school will bring a wonder of talent and   

expertise into our trust. The school is celebrating joining the Royal Society of 

Arts (The RSA) by running an art project about the history of the RSA for the 

children, supported by pupils from across our schools, including Arrow Vale. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the contributors to this excellent edition of Arrow News. 

Spring is with us, and the daffodils bring thoughts of Easter. May I wish you all a Happy Easter and a 

very peaceful holiday break.   

 
Guy Shears 

Executive Principal (CEO) 
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“Excellent relationships          

between teachers and           

pupils contribute to pupils 

growing in confidence in 

their learning” 

Ofsted Report 2019 

 

“Outcomes in mathematics 

and  science are                                

exceptionally high because              

of the very high quality of          

leadership and teaching in 

these subjects and effective 

partnerships with the feeder 

middle schools” 

Ofsted Report 2019 

 

“Pupils are respectful of 

each other’s views and of 

those from different           

cultures and beliefs to             

their own”  

Ofsted Report 2019 

 

“The behaviour of pupils is 

outstanding.  Pupils’              

appearance is smart.             

They have pride in                 

themselves and their  

school community” 

Ofsted Report 2019 

 

“Leadership of the Sixth 

Form is very strong” 

“The behaviour of                

Sixth Form students                    

is exemplary” 

Ofsted Report 2019 

 

“Leaders have high                   

aspirations for all their              

pupils including those               

who are disadvantaged” 

Ofsted Report 2019 
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 So Sp 

 

M C 
Year 9 

Attendance:  All forms are doing exceptionally 

well, with the best attendance a New Year group 

have had in the last couple of years.  Regular  

tutor competitions are taken with a weekly award 

to the winning form.  Up to Easter 9 E1 and their 

form tutor Mr Wilson have had a wonderful term, 

With them winning 5 out of the 7 weekly rewards. 

Options Evening: On the 28th of March, we had 

the Year 9 option evening.  All pupils were shown 

their options choice with all pupils attending a 

wonderful evening, where departments put on demonstrations to outline their curriculums for the next 2 

years.  Pupils will choose 4 options and need to hand in their options form by Thursday 12th of April. 

 

 

Outward Bound Trip : In January a 

group of brave students from Year 9     

travelled 130 miles across the country to 

Aberdovy in Wales, for a week of wild adventure to test their               

limitations. It was a packed week and the challenges started as soon as we got there. Within a couple of 

hours the 22 students had been    divided into 2 Crews, Hilary Crew and Simpson Crew and given their first          

challenge, a jog and dip along the beach and into the Sea. Both crews worked together and supported each 

other to complete the challenge and take a dunk in the sea, despite the freezing waters. 

The second day there was more adventure, this time the students were out on the water again, learning to 

sail and canoe. The conditions were  really challenging and the task the students faced was a really tough 

one. Everyone did a great job of working together as a crew to make sure the whole group were successful. 

Day 3 and 4 were the toughest days. The students went on an expedition, a hike across the Welsh                   

countryside carrying their camping gear, ready for a night in tents.  
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The students were fantastic, and although there were some times of real difficulty everyone pulled together 

to finish the hike. Setting up the campsite was a hard job, but no one could rest until the job was done, and 

their beds were made for the night. After a campfire and some dinner everyone was ready for bed.  

The next morning, after very little sleep, the tired Hilary and Simpson Crew had to pack up and hike again to 

get home. This was definitely the hardest morning, without home comforts, everyone was exhausted. After a 

slow start Simpson crew were devastated when they missed the train back to camp, but luckily a minibus 

came to the rescue and it was a very welcome site when it finally picked us up to go back to camp. 

With the expedition over everyone was so proud of how far they had come. The final day was spent        

overcoming more challenges, building on all the skills that had been developed and new found confidence to 

get up and over the high wall and jump from the top of an epic log climb. Working together as a crew was 

hard work, but it was a lot of fun and although everyone was glad to get back to school, both crews had an         

incredible week at Outward Bound. 

Have a great Easter from Mr I McNally and Mrs L Hossack.  

Easter Intervention Timetable 
Easter Week 1 

  Monday 15th April Tuesday 16th April Wednesday 17th April Thursday 18th April 

AM 

Science 
09:30-
12:00 

JCO 
Geog-
raphy 

9.30-
12.00 

JHN Maths 
9:30-
12.00 

TPR History 

09:30
-

12.00 

TBO 

IT 
09:00-
12:00 

NBR       Sport 
09:30-
12.00 

JHU       

PM 

Art/
Photog-
raphy 

12:00-
15:00 

AFI       Sport 
12:30-
3.00 

JHU French 
12:30
-3.00 

SNO 

Easter Week 2 

  Wednesday 24th April Thursday 25th April Friday 26th April 

AM Maths 
9.30-
12.00 

TPR Spanish 9.30-12 SWI 
English 

Lit 
9:30-
12:30 

MYE 

PM       Media 
13:00-
15:00 

MYE       

Sixth Form 

AM 
                  

                  

PM Psychology 
12:30-
3.00 

ADL             
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Christmas Carol Creative                       
Projects 

So Sp 

 

M C 

Before Christmas, students in 9B1 took part in a ‘Creative Project’.  The brief they were given was to 

create a visual representation of the novella, A Christmas Carol.  I shared some ideas to help inspire 

and stimulate, but the results were incredible. 

Our Year 9 ‘HPA’ group had three weeks to create something that embodied their view of the classic 

story.  Some students approached this task with reluctance.  They were afraid because they believed 

they did not have a ‘Creative’ mind-set and some felt it was ‘extra homework’.  The results however 

were unbelievable. Not only were the projects beautifully crafted, all students were proud of the results.  

At 8.00am, the morning of the presentation lesson, students arrived with bags and boxes.  Parents 

even helped their children carry items into my classroom.  I was astounded and overwhelmed by the 

variety and the creative ability of these students.  There was a range of cakes, decorated with              

gravestones and characters; illustrated books that detailed the characters and events; paintings with 

3D elements; cartoons and animations; powerpoints and musical accompaniments; class quizzes and 

even a 15ft sketched timeline of the text. 

The dedication of this project was outstanding.  Amazing work 9B1. 

Miss D Sherwood  
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World Book Day Celebrations 
So Sp 

 

M C 

World Book Day was celebrated nationally on Thursday 7th March 2019.  RSA Academy Arrow Vale 

hosted a range of activities to participate in this fabulous celebration of reading and the day seemed to 

be a huge accomplishment for our students! 

To begin with, we had organised 

a week long Book Swap where 

staff, students, parents and        

carers alike were invited to bring 

in unwanted books and swap 

them for ones on the shelf.  This 

has been a huge success;          

seeing a large turnout of people 

involved.  I’ve seen many faces 

leaving the book swap with 

brightness and excitement over the new books that they have          

taken home with them and some beautiful discussions between 

students across all year groups.  It was ultimately a very              

heart-warming experience to witness. 

Secondly, all staff were involved across the school by wearing the 

key literature quotations on their lanyards or clothing.  This has 

been more successful than we could have imagined.  Lots of our 

students have actively engaged in this and it has led to some            

interesting conversations between staff and student around their 

quotes.  Also the over exposure of these quotations will hopefully be a great resource for retention 

when it comes to knowing the GCSE texts. 
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Thirdly, Year 9 were involved in a ‘Reading Relay                     

Storyboard Competition’.  This involved Students listening 

to five minutes of an audio story at the beginning of each 

of their lessons - allowing them to build the story bit by bit 

throughout the day and leaving them on the edges of their 

seats to hear the next part in their next lesson.  Students 

were also asked to actively engage by completing a                   

storyboard and summary of the text that they had heard 

and then they were asked to hand these in to participate in 

the competition.  There will be several winners announced 

for the best storyboard participation! 

Finally Year 9 and Year 10’s English lessons 

incorporated some creative writing to                     

coincide with World Book Day which was   

also combined to support International   

Women’s Day which was on Friday 8th 

March.  Students, within their English                      

lessons, were developing strong female               

protagonists in order to create an effective 

story opening.  The engagement of students with this was phenomenal and it really sparked some                

creative inspiration and some debate style discussions too. 

Overall the day was a huge success, but this could not have happened without the support of all staff, 

students and parents, carers and guardians.  Thank you all for making the celebration of literature a 

huge victory! 

Miss Gretton 



Year 10 
So Sp 

 

M C 
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It has been another very busy term for the Year 10’s at Arrow Vale. 

Hard work in the classroom comes as standard with the Year 10’s and 

one example of this was the Hair and Beauty students completing a 

very glamourous first piece of coursework by making up and posing 

for a magazine cover shoot which count for 25% of their qualification. I 

have no doubt that all the cohorts hard work will pay dividends come 

the end of the year when they sit the summer examinations. 

Lot’s going on outside the classroom too with the school showcase, 

maths challenges, sports leaders and much more which all have        

engaged a large proportion of the Year 10 cohort in extra-curricular             

activities. HPA students have also visited Oxford University to see what life 

could be like post Sixth form and this was just a taster as what’s to come 

as the Year 10’s continue on their journey into year 11 and beyond. 

The boy’s football team have had a mixed bag of results but are growing in 

confidence with each performance. The girl’s handball team enjoyed             

success in the Redditch schools handball competition and will enjoy         

stepping up to county competition level in the near future. Individual           

sporting successes include Connor Jones winning his first amateur boxing 

bout since taking up the sport a year or so ago and Ellie Pardy being selected to represent Team GB in 

an international Muay Thai event. 

There is a big focus on July’s work experience week and with the summer term fast approaching there 

are a few that are yet to secure a place. It’s not too late to organise a place but this needs to be secured 

ASAP. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say well done for all your hard work and effort since the New Year 
and to keep up the great work! 

Miss C Rawson and Mr A Hall 

Following on from Ellie Pardy’s success at the UK Muaythai Federation                

British Open Event in February 2018, she was selected to become part of 

Team GB, and compete in the IFMA Baltic Muay Thai Open Competition.   

Ellie trained for 6 days a week, doing extra hours on Tuesdays and                      

Thursdays, eating a really healthy diet to get herself in peak condition for the 

competition. 

The competition was held on 1
st
 – 3

rd
 February 2019 in Vilnius,                   

Lithuania and Ellie competed in the 12-13, 42kg category. 

At the competition Ellie fought a Dutch girl who got the decision.  Ellie said “I 

really enjoyed my first head contact fight and can’t wait to do it again”.  

Overall, Ellie felt the whole experience was amazing including the team, the 
Country and the fight. 
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Big Bang Fair 
So Sp 

C
E
I
A
G
 M C 

This Year, Miss Shenava and Mrs Brown took 25 Year 10 students to 

the Big Bang Fair at the NEC in Birmingham. 

The students had a great time, engaging in competitions, challenges and games involving all        

aspects of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM).  It was lovely to see them trying 

out new experiences from mimicking performing a surgery to generating electricity using several     

different methods. 

Above is Ashleigh C. impressively guessing 

the mass of an object to the exact gram and 

winning a prize! 

Above is Chloe H. and Sophie P. designing 

a water flow system through a miniature 

town, to reduce flooding.  Chloe was                     

particularly excited at this opportunity! 

Congratulations to Shaheer S., Elliott B. and Kenny D. who took the British Physics Olympiad AS 
Challenge in March. We are really proud of them as they all performed very well.   Shaheer and  
Elliott were awarded Bronze 1 certificates, narrowly missing Silver. Kenny received a                   
commendation for the quality of his paper.  

The committee of the British Physics Olympiad said: “This is a long difficult paper taken by many of 

the top achieving students in the country. If your student has managed to achieve a number of 

marks on this paper, then they should be very proud of their achievement and you should                       

congratulate them. They are amongst the best in the country taking a paper specifically set out to 

challenge them”.  

Mrs N Thomas 
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Year 10 GCSE Photography Trip 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Year 10 students visited Hanbury Hall on Tuesday 12th February to        

support their GCSE photography coursework.  This opportunity was made 

possible due to Arrow Vale’s National Trust Educational Membership.  

The students were required to capture the grandeur of the 18th Century stately home and its formal 

gardens whilst also paying attending to the intricate detailing on the windows, drain pipes and clock 

tower.  

The students will use the photographs as inspiration to begin enhancing and editing the images, in the 

style of their chosen artists.  This was a valuable experience for the students as it provided an             

opportunity to explore a local landmark and record their experience using photographic techniques 

that had been planned in school, prior to the visit.  The photographs taken will form part of the            

students coursework based on ‘Architecture’. 
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Animaltastic Careers 
So Sp 

C
E
I
A
G
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Lucy Cull, Alumnus and Animal Instructor Technician, came into to talk to us about her career pathway 

from former Arrow Vale Student to current day.   

She told us how she had carved a career working with animals from starting off undertaking voluntary 

work to paid employment.  She talked about the importance of having a CV which was crystal clear and 

full of interests, hobbies, paid and unpaid employment.  She said that networking face to face as well as 

online had helped her secure employment.  Lucy also explained how she maintained an electronic   

portfolio of photos, course certificates, posters of events etc.  

Lucy said how she had gained in confidence and had accrued 

a myriad of skills as she had progressed in her career.  

We were surprised at the number of jobs that existed in this 

sector and that many of them were tied to teaching, and             

helping other people to develop.  We were really surprised 

when Lucy said that her A Level in Art had been helpful as she 

often needed to be creative in planning teaching and learning 

activities or when creating marketing tools.  She had even 

been required to build a Santa’s grotto one year and an Easter 

themed event to attract families to a charitable event. Her day 

to day sounded like there was 

variety in her job.  

Thank you Lucy for giving up 

your afternoon to come and 

talk to us.  
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Theatre Trip 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Year 10 Progress English took 

a trip, at the start of the new 

term in January, to the beautiful 

RSC Theatre in Stratford            

Upon Avon to see A Christmas 

Carol - ‘Charles Dickens’                

festive take of redemption and 

compassion.  One of the most 

loved short stores ever written.’   

A Christmas Carol is a chosen 

text on Arrow Vale’s ‘AQA             

English Literature’ GCSE               

Syllabus and this group worked hard on activities and           

resources prior to the show, including a full display board of                  

detailed charter analysis during the Autumn term for this topic. 

Seeing the novella ‘brought to life’ was truly an exceptional                

opportunity for our students.  We were very lucky and sat 

stage side for the performance.  Our students said “Miss, this 

was so good, better than I thought it would be”.   It was a joy to 

see the students so rapt and absorbed in what was a stunning 

visual spectacle, right before our eyes - it felt as if it were going 

on all around us! 

Many thanks to the RSC Theatre Stratford for their generosity 

and hospitality and also to Mr Marples our super minibus           

driver! 

Mrs S Lune 

The most important 

thing in life is to stop 

saying ‘I wish’ and 

start saying ‘I will’. 

 

CHARLES DICKENS 



Issue 21  |  Spring 2019   |   ARROW NEWS   |    Page  19 

Palace Theatre, Redditch CEIAG  
Visit 

So Sp 
C
E
I
A
G
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WHAT DO THE FIGURES 

In February, we visited the Palace Theatre in 

Redditch as part of the CEIAG programme.  

 Most of us on the trip love drama and we 

were pleased to find out that there are many 

career pathways to consider that connect to 

the theatre.  We leaned that creative types 

might enjoy roles such as directing,              

playwriting or theatre design, whilst practical 

people are needed for jobs such as lighting 

technician, marketing, management or stage 

crew    member. We also learnt that good 

people skills are needed in most roles, but 

particularly if you’re helping audience mem-

bers day in, day out as part of the front of 

house team.   We were told that show            

business is just that - a business, which      

requires producers and marketing staff to 

make sure that tickets sell.  

We got some sound advice..  Apparently, theatre careers are extremely popular, so they’re competitive 

to get into and not particularly well paid.  The man that showed us around also said that once we’re in, 

quite a lot of the jobs involve working freelance - this is, working for different employers on different 

shows rather than having a permanent job, so we would need to carry on competing for work even once 

we’ve established a career. We thought it might be useful to get a work experience placement  or            

volunteer  to get involved as much as possible be it back stage or front of house.  
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Worcestershire Skills 
Show 

So Sp 
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I
A
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We attended Worcestershire Skills Show on 13th March.  It was the perfect         

opportunity to discover our future career, to interact with Worcestershire’s largest 

employers and to understand the career pathways available to us and to find out 

about the skills and qualifications that employers are really looking for. 

We got stuck in and talked to company representatives.  We learnt more about the 

culture of many of the companies.  We also learnt about the level of training given 

to employees, the size of certain companies, and about opportunities for travel.  

We asked them what made their company unique, what they enjoy about working 

in their particular industry and how many new employees they recruited every year.  

We wanted interview advice so we asked what made a good candidate stand out and what were the 

characteristics of their most successful employees.   

We came away knowing a little more about the recruitment process and about apprenticeship                 

opportunities.  It was a really good morning but with 110 employers to visit we were exhausted at the 

end! 

The more you read,              
the better you get at it, 
the better you get at it, 

the more you like it,  
and the more you like it, 

the more you do it! 
Jim Trelease 
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Stop the Press!! 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Both Years 10 and 11 Hair and  

Beauty students have embarked on 

their Design Brief coursework unit 

this academic year and have done   

an AMAZING job!! 

The design brief this academic year 

was “1960’s magazine cover”.  The 

students had to research the 1960’s 

era and create an innovative and        

attractive presentation or mood board 

to tie in with the theme.   

Their next step was to research 60’s 

magazine covers, including their            

titles, styles, colours and prices etc.  

The students then had to create their 

own magazine cover.  This involved  

researching and practicing 60’s hair 

and make up and also deciding which 

60’s fashion styles they were going to 

use before having a hard earnt day 

off time table to put their efforts into 

practice and actually create their 

magazine covers.   

The day involved creating the 60’s 

hair and make up for each other and 

then getting changed into their 60’s 

themed clothes before taking on the 

challenge of using the photography 

studio to take photos.  Once they had 

enough photos to select from, they 

then spent the afternoon editing them 

and turning them into their 60’s                

magazine covers. The Year 10’s are 

currently a work in progress and are 

due to be completed in the next few 

weeks. 

Pictured right are a few examples to 

show you exactly what the students 

have produced. 

 

Year 11 

Year 11 

Year 10 

Year 10 
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Why go to a          
Library? 

So Sp 

 

M C 

In this age of digital information, e-books and 

internet is there still a reason to go to the            

library? 

The answer is YES!  It is more than just a place where 

books live, library's are an integral part of any community.  

They not only provide you with an endless supply of books but also gives 

you access to :  

 Information and resources. 

 A quiet place to study or read.   

 Computers and free Wi-Fi.   

 Access to photocopiers and scanners (there will be a small charge for the use of these). 

 Librarians who are highly-trained professionals that can recommend books within your                 

interest range, help with research material and answer all kinds questions.  

 Some library's, including the one in Redditch Town Centre, also allows you to borrow DVDs, 

CDs or audio books for a weekly small charge.    

 Access to newspapers and magazines 

The best point to borrowing books from a library is that it is completely FREE!! 

How to get Membership to the Library in Redditch Town Centre: 

 Full Library Membership:  Visit the library with documentation showing proof of your name and 

address.  This will then give you full access not only to borrow books but also the use of                          

computers and the internet.     

 Children's and Young People’s Library Membership:   For young people aged under 16 to 

get Full Library Membership, which includes access to computers and the internet, they need to 

visit the library with a parent/carer. Children aged 0-12 will need a parent/carer to sign for full                            

library membership.  Children aged between 8-16 years can also join 

the online Digital Library Membership - see 

below.  

 Digital Library Membership:  Go to 

www.worcestershire.gov.uk and search “Join 

the Library” this will give you access to the 

online form. (Please note if you already have 

a library membership you don’t need to sign 

up for a digital account).  The digital account 

allows you access to free eBooks,                    

eAudiobook and eMagazine collections as 

well as online resources. 

Redditch Library’s 

Opening Hours 

Mon: 9am  - 5pm 

Tues: 9am - 7pm 

Wed: 9am - 5pm 

Thur: 9am - 7pm 

Fri: 9am - 5pm 

Sat: 9am - 5pm 

“There is more                      

treasure in books than 

in all the pirate’s loot 

on Treasure Island” 

Walt Disney 
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 So Sp 
 

M C 

Arrow Vale’s library is a welcoming place for 

those who need a quite space for homework and 

research, an area to use the computers and 

printing facilities or to come and browse the             

well-stocked library for their next book! 

It is open for students to visit before school, 

break and lunchtimes.  There is also a homework 

club available to all students where help is                 

available, with coursework, revision and general 

homework.  

As mentioned in a previous issue, we now have a 

designated ‘Dyslexia Friendly Zone’.  This means 

that there are specific books for our students who 

require books with: 

 Tinted pages to reduce visual stress helping to 
prevent words ‘jumping’ on the page 

 A special font that helps prevent people with 
dyslexia confusing letter shapes 

 Special spacing to help minimise confusing, 
blurring and switching 

 Thick paper to make sure words and pictures 
don’t show through from other pages and   
confuse the eye.  

The Zone has been incredible popular and            

successful, not only just with those students with 

dyslexia. Many of the year 9 and 10 Students have 

been   enjoying the wide range of genres and        

authors.   

The books can be found on the double spinners in 

the library - why not go and see if there is a book 

that interests you! 

10 Benefits of Reading 

1. Improves imagination - you enter a 

whole new world without moving 

2. Reduces stress, and puts you in a 

better mood 

3. Provides knowledge and information 

4. Vocabulary expansion 

5. Memory improvement 

6. Stronger analytical thinking skills 

7. Improves focus and 

concentration 

8. Better writing skills 

9. Improves grades in 

every subject 

10. Free entertainment 
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Year 11 
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It has been another busy term for our Year 11 group! 

Our year 11 students have now completed their final round of Pre GCSE  
examinations and we are immensely proud of their attitude and conduct        
during this time. The lead up to GCSE examinations is tough on every year 
11 group and we are grateful for all of the support you as parents/carers 
have given in supporting your child’s achievements in the summer. To our 
year 11 students, I say this: remember that although this can be a time of         
immense pressure, you can only ever do your best – no one can ask          
anymore of you than that. Keep doing the best you can and we as a school support system will be there 
as a helping hand along the way. 

We have also had a change within the Year 11 Student Support team. We have welcomed Miss Barnes 
who has joined us as an incredible helping hand to further support the year group and to ensure that the 
Year 11 students have a smooth run up to the GCSE summer examinations as well as supporting our 
students to go into the Sixth Form here at Arrow Vale and their other post 16 choices. In addition to this, 
Miss Barnes has been working hard to ensure that we raise enough funds to make our end of year prom 
a real celebratory success! 

With this in mind, students in the year 11 are looking ahead to their ‘Great Gatsby’ 
themed Year 11 Prom which will take place on Thursday 4

th
 July at Henley-in-Arden 

Golf and Country Club. Miss Barnes and the Year 11 volunteers have been working 
hard to raise money through our bigger and better than ever Easter raffle and selling 
refreshments at school events all in the cause of raising money and awareness of 

what will be a fantastic evening. 

With all of these exciting events coming up, it looks set to be another busy, yet exciting, term lies ahead 
of us. 

It leaves me only to wish you all a safe and peaceful Easter holiday.  

Miss McCullough Year 11 Team Leader, Miss Barnes Head of Year 11 

Our Great Gatsby themed Prom will take place on Thursday 4th July 

2019 at the Henley-in-Arden Golf and Country Club. 

We are looking forward to a brilliant night to celebrate the end of a 

fantastic Year 11.    

Doors will open at 7pm and all students must be collected no later than 11pm. 

Tickets for Prom are £35 per person which includes entry to Prom, a drink on arrival, buffet 

food and an official photograph taken by a photographer on the night of the Prom. 

We are also looking at ordering the ‘Class of 2019’ personalised hoodies.  These will be at a 

cost of £15 per person, personalised with your name and choice of colours. 

A total of £45 for Tickets to the Prom and a ‘Class of 2019’ hoodie. 

When logging into Parent Pay you will see this event as an option to make a 

payment against. If you experience any difficulty with this please contact the 

School Finance Department via email: parentpay@arrowvalewacademy.co.uk 

There is also an opportunity to pay for tickets in instalments.  

mailto:parentpay@arrowvalewacademy.co.uk
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Hurdling Towards a Medal! 

In February Matthew G., a Year 11 student, competed in the National Indoor age group Championships, 

having already won a bronze medal at the Midland Championships under 17 60 metre hurdles. 

A decision was made for the Midland Championships to drastically change his start from 7 strides to 8 

strides to hurdle one, and he went to the Midland games hopeful of improving his national ranking.  He 

achieved this by coming 2nd, and with a new personal best of 8.18secs, ranking him 4th going to the 

National Championships with an outside hope for a medal.  

At the National Championships Matthew negotiated the heat and semi final running well.  In the final, he 

got a fantastic start propelling him into the top 2, which he held all the way finishing 2nd to the number 

one ranked athlete and a new personal best of 8.13 seconds.  This places him 3rd in the UK rankings 

after beating the second ranked athlete who came third in the final.  

Matthew is now a favourite for a medal at the English Schools Track and Field Championships in the 

summer and has a strong prospect for an England call up in the near future.  

Mr N Brennan 

 

Geography Presentation 

This was a Geography presentation designed to improve 
oracy and encourage creativity. Students prepared and 
delivered a presentation on the current refugee crisis in 
Europe and why Syrian migrants are attempting to come 
to the UK and Europe as a whole. 

 Mr T James 

So Sp 
 

M C 
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Year 11 Mock Interviews 
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On March 4th, RSA Arrow Vale welcomed a myriad of employers into school for our annual Year 

11 Mock Interview Event. 

Employers came from HOW College, AT&T, RICS, Stratford College, Solihull CEC, Edgehill                 

University, Heller Machine Tools, CHEP, the NHS, Nash Business Systems and GE Healthcare.  

students were encouraged to hone their skills and strategies to ace a job interview.  Whilst                    

students were apprehensive going into the event all came out smiling and feeling as if they had 

achieved something. 

Employers provided detailed feedback to the students, not only about interview skills, but also 

about how to add to their CV and how to make themselves more marketable and employable. 

We are hugely grateful to all employers who gave up a day in the office to come and support our 

Academy. 

Mrs S Noble 

“I think it’s the 

books that you read 

when you’re young 

that live with you 

forever” 

J.K. Rowling 
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Guest CEIAG Speakers 
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On Friday 18th January, 15 Year 11 HPA students visited Oriel 

College at Oxford University to experience a day in the life of an 

Oxford University Students.   

Students had the chance to meet current Oxford University          

students and explore Oriel and Hertford colleges as well as the 

City of Oxford itself.  The day provided students with information 

to help them explore potential university pathways available to 

them as well as supporting their A Level choices to suit the            

degree path they want to follow. 

Miss S Williams 

HPA Law Workshop 

On Monday 18th January, some HPA                

students who are looking into a law career 

participated in a law workshop with Oliver 

Harris, a Barrister from the law firm 30 Park Place in 

Cardiff.  Oliver brought stories and cases from his 

career in family law to share with students as well 

as how he got where he is.  Students found out the 

different routes they could take to get into various 

areas of the law profession and even got a chance 

to judge an old case themselves based on the      

evidence provided.  

HPA Motivational Speaker 

On Friday 1st February, some HPA students 

got the chance to boost their motivation and 

aspiration levels ahead of their upcoming            

exams.  Harry Takhar, a motivational coach, 

came into Arrow Vale to work with our students 

to boost their positivity during exam season 

and gave them strategies to help them deal 

with exam stress and revision. 

Visit 
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Year 11 Narrative homework 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Positivity 
My eyes were the mirrors for the artistic,  
aesthetic and heavenly horizon.  

4:30 pm, every evening, I would ride                 
Positivity. 

Every evening, as 4:30 pm strikes, we were 
gone to the fields of heaven. 

Positivity - quite a muscular structured life 
form, which was as grand as the Colosseum 
but as gracious as an angel.   

Positivity held the most significant place in 
my life. We were always together, until that 
day... 

 

that day Positivity escaped from my life 
and left me all alone; isolated and full of 
woe. 

So, what now? What happens next? 

However many times I flip the switch, it 
doesn't make a difference to the          
darkness I have been left in. 

Curse that switch! 

Why is it so dull 
and gloomy here? 

Curse that switch - 
it doesn't make a 
difference.  

Boglarka F.               
(Year 11) 

Catering to our Futures 
In January, Laura Perry came in from HIT Training to talk to us about Catering and Hospitality 

Apprenticeships.  She told us that if we had a passion for food and drink there could be              

something out there for us whether we wanted to sell, cook, serve food or serve drinks.  She 

said that there were jobs in this sector where we can put our interests into practice. 

We learnt that apprenticeships had equivalent 

educational levels.  We now know that an                    

Intermediate Apprenticeship is a Level 2 and 

equivalent to a GCSE, an Advanced                          

Apprenticeship at Level 3 is equivalent to an A 

Level.  It was exciting to know that we could 

start at 2 and go onto Levels 6 and 7 which are 

equivalent to a degree.  It was also great to 

know that the qualification offered at Arrow Vale 

gave us a great start in the industry. 



Issue 21  |  Spring 2019   |   ARROW NEWS   |    Page  29 



 Page  30   |   ARROW NEWS   |   Spring 2019 |   Issue 21 

Year 11 Drama Exam -                
Congratulations 

So Sp 

 

M C 

On Wednesday 6
th
 March, 28 Year 11 Drama students, completed their externally assessed                          

performance for their Level 2 Certificate in Creative and Performing Arts. They all presented a                         
selection of scenes to fit their exam brief, demonstrating sound collaborative skills.  

Group 1: Sophie H., James H., Reegan M., Anie N. and Ethan R. 

Group 2: Chloe E., Elizabeth H., Demi J., Emily L. and Benjamin S. 

Group 3: Ryan C., Daniel C., Talha M., Benjamin M. and Jamie W. 

Group 4: Lucy C., Lauren D., Kacper R. and Hollie T. 

Group 5: Lauren C., Mollie G., Charith S., Alin S. and Jude W. 

Group 6: Ellie B., Karenza H., Lauren-Jade H. and Omega M. 

Well done Mrs Whitfield 
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HPA Students visit Birmingham Uni 
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On Thursday 21
st
 March 28 Years 10, 

11 and 12 HPA Students visited            
Birmingham University to experience 
life as a University Student there.  

The Students  had a talk on the                
application process, University life and 
a campus tour. The day finished off 
with a University-style seminar with a 
Psychology & Philosophy lecturer at 
the University. All pupils were                         
engaged and inspired by the day and 
the lecture and had a brilliant day as a 
University Student. 

Miss S Williams 

Champion School status is determined by the percentage of    
students who sign up for the NCS opportunity from a Year 11 
cohort. Last summer 34 students from Arrow Vale RSA                  
Academy completed NCS and gained the school Bronze               
Champion School Status.  

Champion School break down: 

 Gold status – Over 30% Year Group sign up 

 Silver status – Over 25% Year Group sign up 

 Bronze status – Over 20% Year Group sign up 

If the criteria stays the same, with 50 students currently signed 
for this summer the school is likely to gain higher status for 
2019.  

Jack Ritchie, NCS Engagement Coordinator 
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Oscars of Tailoring 
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Matthew Stanley in Year 11 has recently          
attended three high profile Fashion and             
Tailoring events marking the unprecedented 
success of his hard work over the past                 
academic year spent  at  Inkberrow Design 
Centre (IDC).  In parallel to his GCSE studies 
at RSA Matthew attends IDC each                    
Wednesday on day release where he is              
studying Millinery, Tailoring, Fashion and       
Design and Pattern Cutting by his tutor Brenda                            
Killigrew.  These are all City & Guild                                 
underwritten qualifications.   
 
On 11th March by invitation Matthew travelled 
to Carpenter's Hall in London where he was 
presented with a City and Guilds Learner of the Year award.  This     
prestigious award was presented to Matthew by the Lord Mayor of    
London and the Worshipful Company of Haberdashers. Each year a 
number of the City of London Livery Companies present prizes to    
people who they feel have excelled in their particular field and this year 
the Haberdashers awarded Matthew for his success in his City and 
Guilds achievements. 

Following on from this Matthew then featured his own designs at the 
NEC's Sewing for Pleasure ICHF exhibitions on the Young Designer's 
Catwalks hosted by his college IDC. 

Finally on 18th March Matthew became the youngest ever entrant to   
qualify for the prestigious Golden Shears finals.  This bi-annual                
competition hosted by the Merchant Taylors of London is described as the 
"Oscars of Tailoring" and attracts entrants nationally from our major             
Universities and from within the Savile Row Apprenticeship                         
community.  Matthew was short listed as a finalist from the 100+ entrants                   
competing.  Matthew's own design of bespoke two piece tailored suit, that 
he pattern cut and constructed, was modelled down the catwalk on the 
evening of Monday 18th March in front of a celebrity panel of judges               

including Jodie Kidd and David Gandy.   His suit 
was marked for style by the celebrity panel having 
been marked for technical competence by an       
esteemed panel of The Merchant Taylor's of Savile 
Row.    
 
Matthew has been invited back to London to        
discuss future opportunities following his successful 
participation.  It remains  Matthew's aspiration to be 
offered a Savile Row Apprenticeship. 

 
By Mrs L Stanley (Matthew’s Mom) 

Matt pictured above with The Master (the senior 

head of the Merchant Taylor’s Organisation) 
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Matthew also designed and made the 

red waistcoat he is wearing in the    

picture above 
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Students on Tour in Madrid 
So Sp 
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When we was told this trip was available I was really looking forward to it.  Now, after going on the trip, 

it is safe to say that it definitely exceeded expectations and everyone on the trip thoroughly enjoyed it.   

We arrived at the accommodation and it was beautiful.  The walls were covered in little inspiring              

messages that made everyone smile and the rooms which we stayed in were fantastic and clean.               

We all loved it and enjoyed every moment we spent in the room.   

After a well rested night we journeyed out and around to a magnificent 

park.  This was where we stood and watched turtles and got the chance to 

attempt to row a boat around a “royal pond”.  We all enjoyed this alot as it 

gave us the chance to laugh and spend time with our friends.  It was also 

funny because we would end up going in the wrong direction and            

splashing ourselves by accidentally dropping the oars in the water.   

At the end of the day we all walked to a nearby cinema and watched a film with Spanish subtitles.     

Even though the film wasn’t the best, we all still really enjoyed it and the film had us laughing all night.  

The next day we went on a tour of Madrid and learnt about its history from 

a man that was truly passionate about the city he lives in.  We then went to 

a castle where we marvelled at the walls and floors of this spectacular 

piece of royal history.  In this castle we all improved our Spanish skills and 

learnt many things.  We also went on a search for Phillip IV as the tour 

guide had mentioned him and we were all     

intrigued to know who he was.  This day was 

topped off with a late night flamenco show, 

which everyone enjoyed.  It gave us an insight on the way people are in 

Madrid and how they dance. 

The last jam-packed day was a trip to the Real Madrid Football Stadium.  

We were all extremely surprised at how big the Stadium was.  We had fun 

pretending to be the manager of the football team, finding out about the   

previous football teams of Real Madrid and the present one and looking for specific team players like 

“Fat Ronaldo”.  The teachers enjoyed being on the “TV” and being interviewed by us! 

Everyday was filled with amazing tasks and games that we all loved being 

part of.  To top every day off we ended on a gorgeous meal where everyone 

tried new things and especially loved the place of 100 sandwiches!.  We 

loved it so much that we went twice and devoured as 

much as we could!!! 

This trip was amazing and what made it even better 

were the amazing teachers that put a lot of hard work into making it an amazing 

week.  I thank all of the people that came on the trip and made this happen as 

they were the ones that made my memories even better and made me laugh and 

challenged me to try and speak Spanish.  It is the people that I spent time with 

that truly made this one of the best trips I have ever been on!!! 

Sophie C. (Year 11) 
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On Friday 1
st
 March, all of year twelve students had 

the opportunity to attended the ‘What Uni Live! What     
Career Live!’ at the NEC, in order to give a wider           
insight into future careers and further education          
options that they could benefit from after leaving Sixth 
Form. The event was really good and useful as           
opposed to only promoting the conventional post – 
Sixth Form paths such as university, ‘What Uni Live! 
What Career Live!’ offered was many other ideas, such 
as higher apprenticeships and joint degree                               
apprenticeships.  
  
All students fed back that the event was extremely 
useful in establishing new ideas of what they wanted  
to do after Sixth Form, and many students who aspire 
to attend universities have a better idea about which 
courses they would enjoy, as well as suit their          
academic strengths and which universities they would 
like to consider studying at. There were many                          
employers there such as NHS, Unilever, IBM and the 
West Midlands Cyber Crime Unit, who advertised and 
informed about the opportunities they have available 
also.  There were also many talks from professionals 
to help with writing personal statements for university 
and jobs, a talk about apprenticeships and a C.V clinic 
to learn how to create a C.V that highlights skills that 
employers are looking for.  
 
The event was very informative, covering the options 
that are available to us and what to do to get there. 
       

By a  Year 12 student “The world         
belongs to 
those who 

read” 
Rick Holland 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj0sOXA_KHhAhUJmRQKHbS5AGAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fstclarescareers.wordpress.com%2F2017%2F02%2F01%2Fwhat-career-live-and-what-university-live-at-the-nec-3-
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Photography Masterclass 
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Year 12 Photography students attended Coventry University to complete a Photography Masterclass. 

After a brief welcome to the course and an opportunity to ask questions about studying photography at 
Coventry University, students took part in a portrait workshop.  

Working in pairs, students worked for three hours, learning from the course lecturer about how to        
operate and take photographs using a large format camera to make detailed portraits in the studio.   
Using the outstanding facilities at Coventry Universities Photography Department the students            
developed the negatives and printed the photos in the darkroom using traditional techniques. Students 
were then taught how to invert the negatives using Adobe Photoshop, to be able to print digitally and 
enlarge the photos to print on an industrial scale.  

The students were guided and supported by Student Ambassadors who provided invaluable advice to 
prospective students, considering going onto university after completing their A-levels. The experience 
provided students with an opportunity to not only work with a different type of camera but to get an     
insight into what life is like, when studying photography as an undergraduate at Coventry University.  

Mr A Field 
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In March Sixth Form Students visited 
the NEC for the Photography Show 
2019. 

It was my first time at the photography 
show and the first thing that had 
shocked me was how huge the place 
was. It was massive. Not only was it 
huge but the amount of people that  
had turned up was amazing. 

Everywhere around you were                
experienced photographers and          
non-experienced photographers who 
wanted to learn from the professional 
photographers.  

The experience was amazing and for 
people who LOVE photography, this 
was their place to not only be amazed 
and gain sensational feelings of taking 
photographs but to get ideas and     
experience on developing their own 
photos towards the standard that they 
would like to be at. 

As I was walking around, you could 
hear photographers talking about every possible idea or thought that has crossed their mind and has 
also made an impact on me by thinking about my course-work for my A-levels.  

The Nikon stand was at the entrance and its bright big yellow signs made you go to them as if you were                
hypnotized. They had a photographer who caught my eye and he was talking about his photography  
experiences. The biggest motivation was the fun and excitement he had whilst talking about his work. 
This was about how the lighting worked, the angles he had to use, the area/place, and the model who 
was appropriate to his photographic style.  

As I moved further down the aisle, the Fuji Film stand had caught my eye as they had their own ‘on site 
dedicated theatre’. I was pleased to see it was already a full house.  This was because the stand at the 
front had one floor with their cameras and photographers were taking photos, using the new Fuji Film 
cameras. Behind this stand, on the bottom floor, were many set up cameras giving every angle possible 

on the Alice & Wonderland model set up which I thought was           
brilliant. The actors and actresses were moving around and posing 
for the camera, making it a well set up photo shoot and this              
provided an excellent insight into how to setup a professional            
photoshoot. 

Probably the biggest idea and tool that inspired me the most was 
the camera lenses for smartphones. I actually could not believe the 
quality of the photographs that could be achieved at first until I 
watched a professional photographer demonstrating how the       
photographs were  created. 

 

Lubo O. Year 12 Photography A-Level Student  
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Puzzle Pages : Just for Fun!!! 

Action 

Adventure 

Chick Lit 

Childrens 

Contemporary 

Crime 

Espionage 

Family Saga 

Fantasy 

General Fiction 

Graphic Novels 

Historical 

Horror 

Humour 

Inspirational 

Military 

Mystery 

Picture Books 

Religious 

Romance 

Short Stories 

Suspense 

Thrillers 

Western  

Young Adult 

Book Genres Word Search :  

  Find the Hidden Message:   - - - -   - - - - - - - 

T I L K C I H C E  A T I Y S E M I R C E Y V D T 

N Y H Q M D C C R G I D R E L I G I O U S S L G H 

L E O U F D N K A O Q L C T E D M S W A N E A E R 

C A R D M A T S K Y R B V S V K Q L T G E I C N I 

W H N U M O Y E G O C R J G O F P N W F P R I E L 

K B I O T L U D A G N U O Y N L A M P M S O R R L 

K W R L I N Y R E T S Y M H C F C M C D U T O A E 

U E E M D T E U T U S Y M K I Q A U D C S S T L R 

A X A S V R A V Z O W J J U H L G F B L T T S F S 

H F H L T C E R D Y R A R O P M E T N O C R I I B 

O C M X T E J N I A Q D I I A L X O F O V O H C K 

M I L I T A R Y S P C V F S R Z U T F J G H W T L 

D S O H B Z O N X G S R U R G T U W H P T S Z I J 

M N Y F P I E J O Z L N W I H W R U I V Z Q W O M 

S K O O B E R U T C I P I E G A N O I P S E Q N I 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 

Picture Quiz : Name the books turned into films/TV and the authors 



BOOK QUIZ 

Have a go for fun and test your knowledge on Literature. Climb the stack of books answering the  
questions below and see if you can reach the top and claim the trophy! 

Q1 : Which TV personality has written the books The world’s Worst Children,       

Gangsta Granny and The Midnight Gang? 

David Walliams Madonna Russell Brand Ricky Gervais 

Q2:  In which book by Roald Dahl would you find Aunt Spiker and Aunt 

The Twits 
James & The         

Giant Peach 
Matilda 

George Marvellous 

Medicine 

Q3: How many ghosts feature in Charles Dicken’s Christmas Carol? 

4 2 5 3 

Q4.  In the Hunger Games, what is the name of Katniss Everdeen’s younger 

Jasmine Daisy Lavender Primrose 

Q5:  Who is the author of the Lord of Rings Trilogy?  

Stephen King Anthony Horowitz JR Tolkien George R.R. Martin 

Q6: Who briefly became Head of Hogwarts in Harry Potter and the Order of 

Minerva             

McGonagall 
Dolores Umbridge Severus Snape Rubeus Hagrid 

Q7: In Maggie Stiefvater’s Shiver, Grace falls for a boy called Sam.  What kind 

of creature does he turn into? 

Bear Dog Tiger Wolf 

Q8 In Below Zero by author Dan Smith where does Zac and his family go? 

Iceland Antarctica Canada Greenland 

Q9: In the Where the World Ends by Geraldine McCaughrean a group of men 

and boys are put ashore on a remote sea stac to harvest what? 

Eggs  Birds Plants Rocks 

Q10: Scout, Boo, Radley and Atticus Finch are Characters from which book? 

The Hobbit 
The Hunger 

Games 

To Kill a Mocking 

Bird 
Of Mice and Men 

Q11:  Who wrote the Artemis Fowl Books? 

David Baldacci JK Rowling JR Tolkin Eolin  Colfer 

Q12:  Who is the Author and illustrator of Ethel & Ernest, Father Christmas 

and The Snowman? 

Roald Dahl JR Tolkien Raymond Briggs Michael Bond 

How well did you score? 

1 -  4:  GOOD but spend a little less time on your phone or computer and read a little  
  more! 

5  -  8: WELL DONE.  Try some different genres and you may find a love for Science Fiction or 
  Thrillers. Pop along to a library and browse the shelves to find something new. 

9  -  12: CONGRATULATIONS you are turning into a real book worm.  Keep it up and whole  
  new worlds will open up for you. 

Q12 
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Parking Notice 

Following concerns raised by local residents, can you 

please ensure when dropping off and collecting your child, 

you park considerately so as not to obstruct any access            

required by the residents or fellow road users. 

PARKING AT ARROW VALE RSA ACADEMY 

We would advise when visiting the school that                        

you please use the Matchborough Way Car Park                                                    

(post code for Sat Nav is B98 0EP) 
 

There is additional car parking at the Green Sward Lane           

entrance.  Please note the barrier will be closed between 

8.30am - 3pm. 
 

Please do NOT park in the residential area of Green Sward Lane.  
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Mon. 15th -                          

Fri. 26th April  
Easter Holidays 

Mon 29th April School Re-Opens 

Mon. 6th May  
Bank Holiday - School 

Closed 

Thurs. 9th May  Awards Evening 

Fri. 24th May 
Staff Learning Day -    

School closed to students 

Mon. 27th -                         

Fri 31st May 
Summer Half Term 

Mon 3rd June School Re-Opens 

Thurs. 13 June 
Year 9 Parents/Carers 

Evening 

W/C 1st July 
Year 10 Work                   

Experience Week 

Thurs. 4th July Year 11 Prom 

W/C 8th July 
Year 12 Work                   

Experience Week 

Mon. 8th and                    

Tues 9th July 
6th Form Inductions Days 

Tues 9th July  New Intake Evening  

Wed. 10th and                

Thurs 11th July 
Transition Days  

Thurs 18th July Sports Fest 

Frid. 19th July 
School breaks up for           

Summer 

Wed. 4th                       

September 
School Re-Opens 

IMPORTANT DATES                       

FOR THE DIARY 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Cut out and use the book mark 

below for your next great read! 

Exam Results Days 

Thursday 15th           

August 2019 

A Level and Level 3 

Qualifications 

Thursday 22nd           

August 2019 

GCSE and Level 2 

Qualification 



1 
Bridge Jones’s  
Diary by                          
Helen Fielding 

6 
Mary Poppins by 
Pamela Lyndon 
Travers 

2 
Harry Potter Series 
by JK Rowling 

7 
Pride and Prejudice 
by Jane Austin 

3 
Twilight Series by 
Stephenie Meyer 

8 
Murder on the  
Orient Express by 
Agatha Christie 

4 
Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory 
by Roald Dahl 

9 
Da Vinci Code by 
Dan Brown 

5 
Les Miserables by 
Victor Hugo 

1
0 

Game of Thrones 
Series by                    
George RR Martin 

Wordsearch Hidden Message :                             

LOVE READING 

Answers to the Just for Fun             
Puzzles on page 40 & 41... 

Answers to Puzzle Pages 

Safeguarding Information 

Picture Quiz - Name the Film /TV and Book                

Author:  
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Book Quiz Answers: 

Q1 David Walliams; Q2 James and 

the Giant Peach; Q3 4; Q4 Primrose; 

Q5 JR Tolkien; Q6 Dolores              

Umbridge;   Q7 Wolf; Q8 Antarctica; 

Q9 Birds; Q10 To Kill A Mocking 

Bird;  Q11 Eoin Colfer;                               

Q12 Raymond Briggs 

Call the Samaritans free 

anytime on 116123  

 Police 101 for                          

non-emergency                      

reporting of a crime 

 Police 999 for                  

emergency reporting 
of a crime 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiSopzX5qngAhUQqxoKHYfRAHwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whooosreading.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw2OFDw67e3qcTIgIdr851fS&ust=1549634916288446
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Bingo Reading Challenge 
So Sp 

 

M C 

Read a book 

with a one 

word title 

Read a new 

book recently 

published 

Read a book 

you chose          

because you 

liked the cover 

Read a comic,                

Magazine or 

newspaper 

Read a book 

set in the future 

Read a book of 

your choice in 

the holidays 

Read a book 

with more than 

200 pages 

Read a book 

turned into a 

film or TV Show 

Read a book 

with                       

non-human 

characters 

Read a book 

you have heard 

about online/

social media 

that has had 

good reviews 

Read a book 

set in the past 

Read a book 

set in a different 

country 

A book of 

your 

choice 

Reread a book 

you have       

already read 

and enjoyed 

Read  a book 

from a different 

genre than you 

normally ready 

Read a new 

book by your 

favourite            

author  

Read a book 

your friends 

Love 

Read a book 

with a colour in 

the title 

Read a book by 

an author you 

haven’t ready 

before 

Read A book             

recommended   

by family 

Read a funny 

Book 

Read a book 

that is part of a 

series 

Read a book           

borrowed from 

a library or 

friend/family 

Read a book 

with more than 

120 pages 

Read a book 

with a Mystery 

Why not challenge yourself and see if you can complete all the     

challenges.  Try competing against family,  friends or even your        

teachers!  

Start with completing a line, next complete the whole outside box 

and finally fill in the whole thing.  BINGO! 



Ian Mellor , Principal                                                                                                       
Green Sward Lane Matchborough West Redditch                     

Worcestershire B98 0EN                                                                                          

Tel 01527 526800  :  Fax 01527 514255                                                  

E-mail office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk                                                    

If visiting the school please use our Matchborough  Way Carpark.  Postcode for Sat Nav is B98 0EP 

For all the latest news and information visit 

www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk 

Or follow us on twitter @RSA_ArrowVale 

The Central RSA Academies Trust is a multi-academy trust.  It             

currently has six schools within the Central RSA Academies Trust 

(see schools below), with children from the age of three up to Sixth 

Form aged young adults.   

To find out further information about the Central RSA Academies 

Trust and the schools please visit  

www.centralrsaacademies.co.uk 

Church Hill Middle School RSA Academy 

Ipsley CE RSA Academy 

Arrow Vale RSA Academy 

Sutton Park RSA Academy 
RSA Academy Tipton 

Abbeywood First School RSA Academy 


