
 
 

 
 

RSA ACADEMY ARROW VALE 
Ian Mellor, Principal (BSc. FRSA) 

Matchborough Way 

Redditch 

Worcestershire  

B98 0GF 

 

T 01527 526800 • F 01527 514255 • E office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk • W www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk 
Arrow Vale RSA Academy, an academy operated by Central RSA Academies Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales 

Company Number 08166526. Registered Office: Suite B06, Assay Offices, 141 Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 1SF 

 

3rd June, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carer of Year 10, 
 
Can I start by expressing my gratitude to all of you for everything you have been doing to keep your sons/daughters 
safe, well and accessing work the best they can, along with keeping in contact with us.  We know this is not an easy 
task for any of us. 
 
We have now received the secondary guidance from the Government and I can now confirm to you our plans for 
provision moving forwards. 
 
We will be welcoming back Year 10 in the week beginning 15th June, 2020. We are extremely pleased to be able to 
offer learning provision for all Year 10 students over the course of a week.  It has been necessary to amend the 
school day to accommodate all the Government’s guidance and all of the protocols that we, as a school, feel we 
should have in place to keep students, their families and our staff safe. We have worked hard to make sure we can 
deliver lessons in English, Maths and Science to all students whilst they are in school.  They will also receive Learning 
4 Life provision which will include signposting to support student well-being, both in and outside of school. 
 
The Year group will be split into 16 classes, with 4 of these classes attending each day. You will receive a separate 
letter informing you of your allocated day and the specific arrangements and timings for your son/daughter’s arrival 
and finish times in this amended provision. This letter will be sent via Edulink on Monday 8th June, 2020. If you are 
having any difficulties with Edulink, please contact our IT Team on help@centralrsaacademies.co.uk 
    
To ensure our provision is educationally worthwhile and is as safe as possible, below is a list of amendments made to 
our provision; 
 
• Year 10 split into 16 classes of 12-15 students 
• Only 4 classes (25%) in school each day of the week (Monday-Thursday) 
• Friday allows deep clean and 6th Form provision 
• Classes split into groups of 12-15 to allow socially distanced classrooms 
• Staggered start to school day starting at 9.30am to avoid commuters 
• Staggered starts with 15 mins between each class’s provision 
• Each class has own, no touch route into classroom from external gate 
• Students will remain in classroom for all lessons 
• Teachers will move to classroom 
• Staggered break times  
• Class of 12-15 has own break area without any potential contact with other students 
• Students will receive a 50 minute class of English, Maths and Science during their day in school 
• Students will have 2 periods then a break with a further period after break 
• Supervised departure using own, no touch route out of school 
• Students supervised at all times including breaks 
• Each class allocated separate toilet provision  
• Each classroom has cleaning station for entry and exit 
• Each classroom has a supply of cleaning materials to prevent surface contamination 
• Hand sanitizer in all classrooms  
• Students sit, socially distanced, at allocated desk only 
• Students receive work materials that only they use and are stored separately 
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• Student departure supervised from school 
• Staggered departure means no congregation of large groups 
• Rooms cleaned thoroughly before and after use by our cleaning team 
• Additional cleaners on site during day 
 
The letter you receive early next week will contain all the details of your son/daughter’s classroom, entrance and exit 
times and locations, as well as reminders about the Government’s guidance on social distancing and hygiene 
expectations when in school.  Please can I ask that you, as a family, prepare for attendance in the week commencing 
15th June, 2020. One important element of the guidance is that students should avoid public transport and so I 
would like to ask students who cannot walk or ride a bike to school, be dropped off in the Matchborough Centre car 
park to allow for social distancing on the approach to the school.  Students will enter the school grounds through the 
tennis courts where they will be met by the Leadership Team and their allocated Teacher. 
 
If at any point during the school day a student displays a symptom of Covid-19, they will be dealt with by our First 
Aid Team and parents will be contacted to facilitate pick up.  Parents/carers will then need to follow the Government 
guidance to secure a test for Covid-19. A student will only be able to return back to school when a negative test 
result is received and evidence passed to the school.  
 
As students in Year 10 will only be in school for 1 day per week, the remote learning and contact through the 
distance mentor currently in place, will continue until the end of the summer term. 
 
Students are expected to attend in uniform, however, will not be expected to wear a blazer or tie. Students who 
have grown out of uniform will be excused and should wear a suitable smart alternative, as long as they have a note 
from parents/carers explaining the situation. 
 
Free School Meals 
Students who are eligible for Free School Meals will continue to receive vouchers as the modified provision on 
school site does not included lunch provision. Students should bring a snack with them if they wish, to have during 
their break time. 
 
For any families that are having any difficulty accessing your online vouchers – please contact the school on 
office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk. 
 
If you wish to apply for Free School Meals – please complete the form on our website and send to 
primefreeschoolmeals@babcockinternational.com or alternatively, for more information, visit  
http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20062/schools/684/applying_for_free_school_meals 
 
I know the lack of clear guidance has been frustrating for all of us.  I do now feel however, that we have been able to 
plan an educationally worthwhile and safe provision, that will be of significant benefit to the students.  We are really 
looking forward to welcoming all of Year 10 back during the course of the week beginning 15th June, 2020.  Your 
son/daughter’s allocated long-distance mentor will be in touch with you to confirm attendance and answer any 
questions you may have.  
 
As always, information can be found on our school website (www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk) and you can keep up to 
date with the latest Government guidance by viewing the following website; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england 
 
Thank you again for all your support during this challenging period. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

  
 
 
 

Ian Mellor 
Principal 
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