
 
 

 
 

RSA ACADEMY ARROW VALE 
Ian Mellor, Principal (BSc. FRSA) 

Matchborough Way 

Redditch 

Worcestershire  

B98 0GF 

 

T 01527 526800 • F 01527 514255 • E office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk • W www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk 
Arrow Vale RSA Academy, an academy operated by Central RSA Academies Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales 

Company Number 08166526. Registered Office: Suite B06, Assay Offices, 141 Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 1SF 

 

4th September, 2020 
Important Information 2020-21 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are delighted to be welcoming back students this week.  Staff have been working extremely hard to 
ensure we have everything in place to make school as safe as possible for all of our community. 
 
Start of Term Amended Provision Arrangements 
Each year group has been allocated an area of the school in which they will receive their lessons. The 
students will not move about the school in the normal way to specialist classrooms, instead the specialist 
teachers will move to the students, who will remain in their designated area of the school.  Students will 
only come into contact with their year group, effectively creating a year group bubble to allow regular 
class sizes and educational provision.  Staff will however need to maintain social distance to allow them 
to move from year group bubble to year group bubble and deliver students’ normal curriculum and 
lessons. We are confident this allows us to deliver the best possible provision whilst ensuring the safety 
of pupils, their families and staff. We will continue to follow Government guidelines as follows; 
 

• Requiring people with symptoms to stay at home 

• Robust hand hygiene 

• Enhanced cleaning 

• Engagement with NHS Track and Trace 

• Reducing contact between groups of students 
 
Travel to School 
It is strongly advised that students should avoid public transport and either walk, cycle or be dropped 
off in the Matchborough Centre car park by car. Please do not use the Green Sward Lane entrance for 
pupil drop-off. 
 
What to do if you child displays a symptom of Covid-19 (persistent cough, high temperature, loss of 
taste/smell) 
Parents must: 
• book a test if they or their child are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into the 
 school if they have symptoms and must be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in school. 
 All children can be tested, including children under 5, but children aged 11 and under will need to 
 be helped by their parents/carers if using a home testing kit 
• provide details of anyone they or their child have been in close contact with if they were to test 
 positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or if asked by NHS Test and Trace 
• self-isolate if they have been in close contact with someone who tests positive for coronavirus 
 (COVID-19), or if anyone in their household develops symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Anyone who displays symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) can and should get a test. Tests can be 
booked online through the NHS testing and tracing for coronavirus website, or ordered by telephone via 
NHS 119 for those without access to the internet. Essential workers, which includes anyone involved in 
education or childcare, have priority access to testing.  
 
 



 
Please let school know the result of any test taken as soon as possible;  
1. If someone tests negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they can stop self-isolating. They could still have another virus, such as a cold or flu – in 
which case it is still best to avoid contact with other people until they are better. Other members of their 
household can stop self-isolating. 
2. If someone tests positive, they should follow the guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and must continue to self-isolate for at least 10 days from 
the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than 
cough or loss of sense of smell/taste. This is because a cough or anosmia can last for several weeks once 
the infection has gone. The 10-day period starts from the day when they first became ill. If they still have 
a high temperature, they should keep self-isolating until their temperature returns to normal. Other 
members of their household should continue self-isolating for the full 14 days. 
 
Educational Continuity 
Students will receive their normal broad and balanced curriculum, delivered by their normal class 
teacher, albeit in a different room.  Provision will be made for students to access specialist classroom 
areas of the school such as Science and the Arts to support their curriculum and option choices.  This 
movement will be carefully planned to avoid other year groups in school. Learning support provision will 
also be made available within year group bubbles. 
 
To support the students learning and organisation we expect all students to have a school bag that will 
enable them to carry all subject books, learning toolkit, pencil case and any other items that may be 
required during the school week. Within the pencil case we require all students to have the following 
equipment; 
   
• Black/blue pen  
• Green and purple pen  
• Pencils  
• Ruler  
• Rubber  
• Pencil sharpener  
• Scientific Calculator  
 
Please be aware that Government guidelines state that equipment should not be lent by us as a school, 
nor swapped between students.  
 
Focus on Effort and Home Learning 
Due to the time that students have spent away from school we have made the very deliberate decision 
not to academically test students before October half term, but to focus on returning all students to 
school in a way that they feel safe and supported.  
 
In light of this, we will be placing significant emphasis on reporting back to you as parents/carers on the 
effort that students are displaying when they return and the completion of the home learning tasks set 
by staff.  We believe that at this time the most important focus for students is that they return, put in 
maximum effort and complete their home learning tasks.  We can then recover any lost time without 
the need to test students immediately on return, which we know would bring unnecessary anxieties.      
 
New Staff 
We welcome a small number of new staff this academy year.  One of these members of staff, Mrs Natalie 
Davidson, is joining the Science Department as maternity cover for Mrs Lal. Mrs Davidson has asked that 
I make you aware she has Tourette’s Syndrome.  This means that on occasion students may notice 
involuntary movements or vocalisations called tics.  We will, as with all students and staff with a 
disability, support her.  Parents with questions regarding this or for more information, please contact 
office@arrowvaleacademy.co.uk  
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Behaviour and Uniform Expectations  
The Academy has high standards and expectations, and this supports the running of an outstanding 
school. Firstly, it is crucial to ensure that the uniform expectations have been met. We will insist on 
students meeting full uniform requirements. We do not want uniform to be a barrier to learning. Please 
ensure that hairstyles are not extreme including obvious unnatural hair colours and hair styles displaying 
cuts below a grade 2 (for example skin fades). 
 
Fake lashes and nails will not be accepted, the students will be placed in the re-focus facility out of the 
main body of the school if these are not removed. Hoodies are not to be worn to school and used as a 
jacket. If hoodies are brought into the Academy either being worn over or under the blazer, they will be 
confiscated.  
 
At RSA Academy Arrow Vale we have a clear mobile phone policy. Any phone seen out on the school 
grounds will be confiscated and parents will be required to collect the phone. We understand that 
parents may wish for their child to have a phone for safety reasons, but we ask when safely on site they 
are turned off and placed into the student’s bag before entering the school. This rule applies whilst 
walking into and out of the Academy.  
 
The conduct of our students before school, during school and after school is crucial. This means we 
expect the students to represent themselves and the Academy by adhering to the same expectations 
and standards irrespective of where they are.   
 
PE Kit 
On the days that students have core PE or practical sports lessons, students should wear full PE kit. Plain 
black jogging bottoms will be accepted, however hoodies will not. Our preferred school uniform 
suppliers are Orchard Clothing, contact them via telephone on  0845 208 0471 or visit their website  
www.orchardclothing.co.uk 
 
Sixth Form Dress Code  
As a school we have high expectations of our Sixth Form, as we aim to develop mature, independent 
young adults that fulfil their potential. The Sixth Form uniform is a basic standard of dress suitable for a 
professional environment, smart office wear. Shirt, tie and trousers for the gentlemen and blouse, knee 
length skirt or trousers for the ladies. 
  
Edulink One Push Notifications 
Please can I also take this opportunity to encourage students and parents to turn on push notifications 
on the Edulink One App. By doing this, you will receive important updates about school and also about 
your child’s home learning and progress.  
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding our students is our number one priority. All of the normal safeguarding arrangements are 
in place: 
 
• Designated Safeguarding Lead on site  
• Staff training up to date 
• Electronic reporting system active 
• Close partnerships with Safeguarding Partners: Police, Health and Children’s Social Care 
• Risk Assessment in place for COVID-19 
 
If you have any concerns about a child or young person living in Worcestershire and feel that they may 
be in need of protection or safeguarding contact the Family Front Door. Staff are available Monday to 
Thursday from 9.00am to 5.00pm and Fridays from 9.00am to 4.30pm: 
• telephone: 01905 822666 
For assistance out of office hours (weekdays and all day at weekends and bank holidays): 
• telephone: 01905 768020 
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I have been extremely pleased with the mature approach of our students over the first 2 days, I look 
forward to this continuing. 
 
 Yours sincerely 
 

 
Ian Mellor 
Principal  


