
SIXTH FORM 
PROSPECTUS



BE EMPLOYABLE

BE CONNECTED

BE A LEADER

BE AN EXPERT

BE A LIFE-LONG LEARNER
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Principal’s Welcome

The highly skilled and dedicated teachers at RSA 

Academy Arrow Vale inspire and guide our students 

who, as a result, make outstanding academic progress. 

As a designated National Teaching School, we are 

at the forefront of research, innovation, and teacher 

development.

We will also enable you to broaden your development 

through our ‘5 star guarantee’ of provision that most 

other schools do not offer, such as masterclasses in 

all subjects, and the development of skills such as 

leadership, budgeting and independence. Our ultimate 

aim is that you will thrive in whatever you choose to do 

once you have completed your studies in Sixth Form.

A unique and valuable benefit of being part of RSA 

Academy Arrow Vale is the partnership with the RSA. 

Our access to 27,000 RSA fellows will allow Sixth 

Form students access to experts in their chosen areas 

of interest. You will gain real life context and invaluable 

advice and guidance. Staff pride themselves on knowing 

each and every student, and doing whatever it takes 

to ensure that they achieve. In return, we expect our 

students to do their best, work hard and contribute fully 

in all they do. 

I very much hope that you decide to join us in 

September to begin a new and very exciting chapter in 

your studies with us at the RSA Academy Arrow Vale.

Ian Mellor 

Principal

I am delighted that you are interested in joining our Sixth Form. It is an incredibly exciting 
time for us following our fantastic improvement in results and our partnership with 
the RSA (Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce). 
This prospectus will give you an introduction to the Sixth Form and provide you with 
information about the wide range of courses that we offer. 



THE TEACHERS ARE EXCELLENT AT RSA ACADEMY

ARROW VALE. THE LESSONS ARE INTERESTING AND

CHALLENGING. THERE IS A REALLY FRIENDLY

ATMOSPHERE AROUND THE PLACE.

“
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5 Star Guarantee

1. Innovation in Teaching and Learning

Our Sixth Form students receive training during their 

time in the Sixth Form to help them understand how 

they learn best and the importance of life-long learning. 

They are able to learn about current research and work 

with experts in the field. In addition to normal lessons, 

students can learn through structured study periods, 

student led seminars, a database of research journals 

and 1-1 tutorials. 

2. CIAEG: Helping Students find their future

All students have access to Unifrog. We subscribe to a 

website platform that brings all the available information 

into one single, impartial, user-friendly platform that 

helps students to make the best choices, and submit the 

strongest applications. The site also empowers teachers 

to manage the progression process effectively.

The platform includes apprenticeships and Further 

Education Universities and colleges in the UK, as well 

as US and Canadian universities, and degrees taught 

in English in Europe, Asia and Australasia. It has a full 

careers library, subject guidance and resources.

The site has been essential in helping the process from 

deciding on a subject area and writing application essays 

or teacher recommendations, to building an application 

and sending it.

3. Masterclasses 

Our staff have committed to ensuring that our Sixth Form 

students experience at least one high quality Masterclass 

in every subject. Examples include catering students 

working with a chef that has appeared on Masterchef, our 

design students working with Ben Kelly (Royal Designer 

for Industry) and Masterclasses at Universities.

4. Skills Development

We are determined that our students are ready for the 

world when they leave us, so we provide a range of 

opportunities to develop ‘life skills’. Examples include 

time management and organisation, budgeting for 

University and beyond, interview skills, CV and personal 

statement writing and cooking at University.

5. Leadership Menu

All students are encouraged to experience some sort 

of leadership during their time in our Sixth Form. The 

menu of opportunities ranges from supporting a Year 

9 student with reading through to giving speeches and 

organising committees as Head Boy/Girl. Students can 

develop at their own level. 12 aspects of leadership 

have been identified and students are provided with 

feedback on their progress.

We commit to providing all of our Sixth 
Form students with the following high 
quality opportunities;
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RSA
Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce.

The mission of the RSA is to enrich society through ideas and action. The RSA believe that 
all human beings have creative capacities that, when understood and supported, can be 
mobilised to deliver a 21st century enlightenment.

Supported by 29,000 Fellows, the RSA shares powerful ideals, carry out cutting edge 
research and build networks and opportunities for people to collaborate, helping to create 
fulfilling lives and a flourishing society. 

RSA Academy Arrow Vale is one of 7 Academies within 

the family, benefitting from collaboration with Ipsley CE 

RSA Academy, Church Hill Middle School, Abbeywood 

First School, RSA Academy in Tipton, Whitley Academy 

and Holyhead. Working with the RSA gives schools a 

chance to participate in research, projects and networks 

that will bring benefits to pupils and staff and influence 

education beyond their own school.

The purpose of RSA Academies is to provide an 

inspirational and creative education for all pupils which 

relates their learning to the wider world, providing 

experiences which broaden horizons, and enables 

children and young people to develop the skills needed 

for success and personal fulfilment. The partnership 

between schools within the family and with the RSA 

focuses on five key areas:

• Excellence in learning

• Pupils who are creative and turn their ideas into action

• The development of skills and networks for the future

• Creative, resourceful teachers providing challenging 

and stimulating teaching

• Increased impact, locally and nationally



Student Life

Head Girl/Boy

Head Girl and Boy will be chosen from students in Year 13. This prestigious 

position is the most senior position a student can hold. The successful candidates 

act as the link between the student body and staff. 

Senior Leaders

This is very important for us. We provide opportunities to get involved as a senior 

leader chairing a variety of committees from charity to teaching and learning. Students 

take a lead on improving the school and improving us as a learning community.

Charity Fundraising

Each year the Sixth Form organise a Charity Week which raises funds for local 

and national charities. Funds are raised throughout the week by events at break, 

lunchtimes and after school. Key beneficiaries have been the Air Ambulance, 

Children in Need and Leukaemia Awareness.

Extra-Curricular Activities

Sixth Form students are involved and often lead activities such as Young 

Enterprise as well as supporting in lower school lessons. In addition to this, the 

Sixth Form maintains the strong sporting enthusiasm generated in Years 9 - 11 

and have gained successes in Football, Rugby, Hockey, Cross Country and 

Basketball. There is also a fitness gym available for students to use.

Events Committee 

Throughout the year we organise Sixth Form socials and end the year with a Prom 

for Year 13 students to celebrate the time that they have spent at RSA Academy 

Arrow Vale Sixth Form and their achievements during those years. This committee 

organises the event each year and makes it a night to remember.

Students in Sixth Form are able to participate in a number of 
events/activities throughout the year; these include university 
tours, visits to the RSA for debating society, arts days and 
cultural trips abroad.

“THE WORK SPACE, 

FACILITIES AND PEOPLE 

INVOLVED IN SIXTH FORM 

MAKE IT A GREAT PLACE 

TO BE.

“THE FIVE STAR GUARANTEE 

EXPERIENCE TAUGHT US 

MANY SKILLS WHICH MADE 

STARTING MY FIRST JOB A 

PLEASANT EXPERIENCE.
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OUTSTANDING
QUALITY OF

TEACHING

ACHIEVEMENT

OF PUPILS

BEHAVIOUR &

SAFETY OF

PUPILS

Excellent relationships between teachers and 
pupils contribute to pupils growing in confidence 
in their learning. 

Leadership and the quality of teaching in the Sixth Form 
are excellent, with all students making sustained progress.



RSA ACADEMY ARROW VALE IS THE FIRST EVER OUTSTANDING HIGH SCHOOL IN REDDITCH

OUTSTANDING
LEADERSHIP &

MANAGEMENT
PROMOTION 

OF SPIRITUAL, 

MORAL, SOCIAL 

& CULTURAL 

DEVELOPMENT

The school’s work to support pupil’s personal 
development and welfare is outstanding.

The curriculum is very well suited to the 
needs, choices and aspirations of pupils.

Pupils and students are very well prepared for the next stage 
in their learning, which is reflected in the high proportion going 
on to further education, training or employment.
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THE SUPPORT SYSTEMS IN PLACE ALLOW 

ALL STUDENTS TO MAKE GOOD PROGRESS 

CREATING A SAFE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT.

“



10

Care & Support

Once registered, our students are placed into mixed ability, level and 

gender tutor groups. Their tutor will be their first tier of support and will 

guide them through a comprehensive tutorial programme. This includes 

current affairs, Learning for Life, and a current issues quiz. Students 

in Year 12 also support main school tutor groups one morning a week 

which is aimed at developing students’ confidence and leadership 

skills. There is an assembly once a week which is delivered by the Sixth 

Form team with the aid of visiting speakers. These include universities, 

charitable groups, health education groups and the armed forces as well 

as representatives from the local community. 

All students take part in a first month assessment period in each of their 

chosen subjects. If students are successful in this first 4 weeks they will 

be allowed to continue with their course choices. In some cases this 

assessment period highlights areas which may need addressing, or that 

a potential change of course may be required.

Prior to entering the Sixth Form our Year 11 students 
are given information relating to the Sixth Form at the 
Open Evening and a subsequent individual interview. 
A member of the leadership team will discuss course 
choices and confirm suitability.

“THE TEACHERS GO OUT 

OF THEIR WAY TO HELP 

US, WHICH GIVES US 

CONFIDENCE TO DO WELL.



Our Facilities

Sixth Form Area

The Sixth Form learning area has been recently 

refurbished and consists of 3 sections. It has a bespoke 

IT suite with 25 networked PCs and 30 laptops. There is a 

private study space ideal for quiet work in addition to an 

active work area. The Sixth Form has access to wireless 

internet facilities so students can use their own laptops or 

tablets. All Sixth Form students are entitled to their own 

private locker.

The Olympus Café

The Olympus Café allows exclusive access to Sixth 

Form students throughout the school day. The OC has a 

plasma screen TV and wireless internet facilities allowing 

Sixth Form students to use their own laptops.  

Sixth Form Art Room

Sixth Form artists are encouraged to use the designated 

art room to support their work and studies in non-

contact time.

Sports Facilities

We have excellent sports facilities including a sports 

science laboratory, fitness suite, gym, sports hall, dance 

studio, outdoor table tennis facilities, astro turf and 

rugby field.

RSA Academy Arrow Vale has some of the best Sixth Form facilities in Worcestershire.
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Life After Sixth Form

Oxbridge/Medicine/Dentistry or Veterinary 

candidates

Students who wish to study at Oxford or Cambridge, 

or wish to complete courses in Medicine, Dentistry or 

Veterinary Science need to achieve at the very highest 

level and will undergo a very rigorous admissions 

procedure. In order to support these students they are 

offered opportunities to attend external preparation 

events, alongside mock interviews held in school. This 

will ensure that they are fully prepared for the most 

demanding admission selection.

University Life

In addition to the skills development in school, there 

are visits to local Universities. Students will have 

opportunities to study at a range of Universities; recent 

examples include University of Nottingham, Keele 

University, Birmingham University and Aston University 

covering subjects such as Psychology, Information 

Technology and Chemistry. These courses may be half 

day, full day or residential. 

RSA Fellows Mentoring

Students have access to 27,000 RSA fellows who can 

be attached as mentors in an area of mutual interest. 

Pupils will benefit from an incredible wealth of real life 

experience and advice gained from individuals who are 

proven to have excelled in their chosen area of expertise.

Careers Advice

For those not wishing to go to University, our non-

teaching Head of Year is able to provide careers advice 

including links to apprenticeships and local businesses.

Students have access to Unifrog, a platform in which 

access is given to the latest post 16 opportunities.

RSA Academy Arrow Vale Sixth Form students are extremely well supported in their  
choices post 18.
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“STUDENTS RECEIVE EFFECTIVE GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT REGARDING 

THEIR NEXT STEPS AND FUTURE CAREERS. A VERY HIGH PROPORTION OF 

STUDENTS GO ON TO EDUCATION, TRAINING OR EMPLOYMENT, WITH A 

SIGNIFICANT PROPORTION TAKING UP UNIVERSITY PLACES. THEY HAVE 

HIGH ASPIRATIONS TO GO TO RUSSELL GROUP UNIVERSITIES, INCLUDING 

OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE.

OFSTED





RSA Academy Arrow Vale
Matchborough Way  
Redditch B98 0GF

01527 526800
www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk

RSA Academy Arrow Vale, an academy operated by Central RSA Academies Trust, a charitable 
company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales. Company Number 08166526. 
Registered Office: Suite B06, Assay Offices, 141 Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 1SF.
For further information about the school governance and policies please refer to our website.
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