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11th December, 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer  

Change to end of term arrangements 2020 and start of term 2021 arrangements  

As you will be aware by now, The Department of Education announced that schools should not open to 

students on Friday the 18th December. This action is to prevent school staff from having to work up to 

and including Christmas Eve and Christmas Day conducting the Public Health England track and trace. 

This means the last day students will attend school will be Thursday the 17th of December (not the 

previously published Friday the 18th of December). The reason this decision has been made is to allow 

school staff to stop participating in the track and trace scheme on the 23rd of December, allowing them 

to begin their Christmas break on the 24th December. Please see the attached chart with regards to 

reporting positive cases whilst school is closed.   

Students will attend school as normal on their last day (ie Yr 9, 12 & 13 8.30am – 14.45pm and Yr 10 & 

11 9.20am – 15.30pm).  

Thursday the 17th of December will be our annual ‘Christmas Jumper Day’.  Students can also wear 

Christmas hats, along with their normal uniform please. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for their continued support as we 

reach the festive season. It has been a term like no other that we have known here are Arrow Vale. 

Students have shown incredible resilience, a positive work ethic and their behaviour in and around 

school site has been excellent. They have been a real credit to the school and to you as parents and 

carers. It has been especially nice to receive messages thanking staff for all they are doing to keep the 

school open and to keep our young people safe. It has also been fantastic to be able to open our new 

3G Astro Turf this term, which I know the students and local community are very excited about.  

Despite this being a hugely challenging time for everybody the students generosity has again been 

clearly evident with the incredibly kind donations of food, gifts and their time creating the Christmas 

hampers to be delivered to the elderly residents of our local community. Every year I receive dozens of 

thank you letters for the very kind gifts we, as a school community, organise to be distributed at this 

time of year. These hampers will have even more impact this year due to the circumstances many people 

find themselves in.  
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We look forward to our students returning on Wednesday 6th January, 2021.     

Can I just remind you that to support the students learning and organisation,  we expect all students to 

have a school bag that will enable them to carry all subject books, learning toolkit, pencil case and any 

other items that may be required during the school week. Within the pencil case we require all students 

to have the following equipment; 

   • Black/blue pen  
• Green and purple pen  
• Pencils  
• Ruler  
• Rubber  
• Pencil sharpener  
• Scientific Calculator  
 
Government guidelines state that equipment should not be lent by us as a school, nor swapped between 
students. Please also remember it is now compulsory for all students and staff to wear their own suitable 
face covering in all communal spaces, so please ensure your child returns to school with an appropriate 
face mask. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families a happy and healthy Christmas and thank you again 
for your support during this unprecedented year. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Ian Mellor 
Principal 


