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15th September, 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 
Homework   
 
At the end of the last academic year you may recall we sent out a Parent Questionnaire regarding homework. 
Many thanks to all of you who responded and provided us with some excellent feedback,  we have used this 
to draw up our plans for further improvements of the academic provision we offer your child. Evidence from 
research shows us that homework is most effective when used as short and focused interventions and can 
lead to up to eight additional month’s positive impact on attainment. With this in mind we would like to 
introduce to you our new methods of delivering homework, which will commence from the week beginning 
Monday 20th September, 2021. 
 
In response to the question – “Would you welcome a redevelopment of homework at Arrow Vale which 
reduces the amount of time spent on completion and instead focuses on acquiring new information with 
more time allowed for application in lesson?“ 89% of replies responded saying – YES.  
 
This year, homework will look and feel different. Effectively there will be two types of homework issued - 
‘Flipped Homework and ‘Revision and Recall Homework’. Depending on which year group your child is in will 
dictate how much of each style of homework he / she will receive.   
 
Students will be set two short pieces of homework tasks each night,  Monday to Thursday each week. No 
work will be set on Friday, Saturday or Sunday – these days will be kept free for students to complete any 
outstanding work should the need arise. This work will be spread across the different subjects your child 
studies. Students and parents / careers can access the dedicated home learning timetable on 
https://www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/curriculum-
assessment/homeworkschedules/ 
 
Teachers will set the homework tasks on the day as indicated by the timetable and it is strongly advised that 
students also follow the timetable to help keep them organized. However, we fully appreciate that there is a 
life outside of school and many of our students have other interests on the evenings.  For this reason all 
homework tasks set will be given a one week deadline for completion and submission, allowing for students 
to manage their time if they cannot follow the planned timetable. 
 
What is the Flipped Homework? 
The flipped homework model switches around the traditional order of teaching with the purpose of creating 
a more in depth and supportive environment in the classroom when the teacher is present and able to help 
students. It allows for students to receive a more individualised education where actual face-to-face time 
with students is being used effectively. This results in students understanding the content at a higher and 
deeper level than before. In addition, it challenges students to learn how to take charge of their learning and 
manage their time, becoming more resourceful learners. Lastly, it provides time for more “higher order 
thinking” discussion and questioning during class time, helping students to become reflective communicators 
and to think more deeply about the content they are learning.  

Continued……  
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What does Flipped Homework look like at Arrow Vale?  
Flipped homework will take on many forms but will follow a similar thread. Students will be asked to research 
a particular topic on a new concept. This could be in the form of watching a short explainer video, reading 
some text, listening to some audio files or even viewing a pre-recorded presentation from their teacher. They 
will then complete a short simple task to demonstrate learning has occurred and completion of the task. In 
their next lesson the teacher will then build upon the learning that has happened at home and spend more 
time on the higher order skills such as applying, analyzing, evaluating, and creating.   
 
What is Revision and Recall Homework? 
Revision and recall homework involves retrieving information from memory through, essentially, repetition 
and testing of information already learnt. This type of homework will be issued nearer end of topic exams 
and more often used in final exam years of Y11 and Y13. 
 
What does Revision and Recall homework look like at Arrow Vale?  
Similar to the flipped learning tasks we do not anticipate revision and recall homework tasks to take a long 
time to complete.  Tasks will be short and snappy, they will involve things like self-quizzing, brain dumps, 
practice papers etc.  
 
How will homework be set?  
All homework will be issued through Microsoft Teams and also shared on Edulink. By putting the work on 
both platforms both students and parents will be kept well informed of what homework tasks are 
forthcoming, what has been submitted and what work is outstanding. Please visit our website on 
https://www.arrowvaleacademy.co.uk/learning-from-home-guides/ for instructions on how to use these 
platforms. 
  
We will be hosting a Tutor Evening event on Thursday 14th October, 2021 which will also serve as a chance 
to cover all aspects of homework.  This will be a great opportunity for you to ask questions. More information 
about this evening will be sent out in due course.  
 
In the meantime, should you have questions please do not hesitate to get in contact via the normal channels.  
   
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 

Ian Mellor 
Principal 
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